
www.echonews.ng

LAGOS COMMUNITIES EDITION
A publication of Echonews Newspapers Limited

 
Call 

08032178602

To Place 
Adverts,

Call 
08025378799

Got A Story?

P.28

P.24

P.24

P.18

P.27

Seyi TinubuAdediranAmbodeObasaHamzat Okunola

Lagos Joins Africa To Power First-Ever 
Continental Blood Donation Day P.9

CBN Sets New Weekly 
W i t h d r a w a l :  
N500,000 for Individuals, 
N5m for Firms P.15

P.12

Tourism Commissioner 

Unveils  2025 “Light 

Up Lagos”

Obasa Urges Lawmaker 

On Positive Use Of 

Lagos Budget P.17

Ikeja LG Inaugurates Lagos Police Gender Unit 

Residents Warned as Isolo LCDA, LAWMA Tackle Illegal Waste Dumping

Lead Contamination in Ogijo: Lagos' Vigilance Shields Residents 

EFCC arraigns two 
business men 
over alleged 
N1.55bn fraud

Bolanle Ninolowo's Viral 
Post Rekindles Call for 
Ikorodu-Born  Lagos Governor

Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025

LAGOS GOV 2027: 
WHO WEARS THE CAP?



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g P.2COVER
By Kunle Awosiyan

a r r i n g  

Bu n f o r e s e e n  
circumstance

s, no fewer than six 
m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  
figures within the All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s  
Congress (APC) are 
p o s i t i o n i n g  
themselves for the 
2027 governorship 
race in Lagos State. 
T h e  u n f o l d i n g  
p e r m u t a t i o n s  
already indicate 
that the succession 
battle will be one of 
the most strategic in 
recent years, driven 
b y  r e l i g i o u s  
balance, zoning 
debates, loyalty 
b l o c s ,  a n d  
emerging interests 
around the seat of 
power.
The list of potential 
aspirants includes 
the current Deputy 
G o v e r n o r ,  D r .  
Obafemi Hamzat; 
former Governor, 
A k i n w u n m i  
Ambode; Speaker 
of the Lagos State 
House of Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Mudashiru 
Obasa; and former 
PDP governorship 
candidate, Abdul-
A z e e z  J i d e  
Adediran, popularly 
known as Jandor.
In addition, strong 
indications suggest 
that President Bola 
Tinubu's Personal 
S e c r e t a r y  a n d  
former Head of  
Service, Hakeem 
M u r i - O k u n o l a  
(HMO), may be 
drafted into the 
race by influential 
party stakeholders. 
The President's son, 
Seyi Tinubu, is also 
b e i n g  q u i e t l y  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  
political circles as a 
potential factor in 
2027. There are also 
whispers around the 
Chairperson of the 
D i a s p o r a  
Commission, Hon. 
Abike Dabiri-Erewa, 
t h o u g h  h e r  
mobilisation remains 
limited.
Since leaving office 
nearly 18 years ago, 
President T inubu 
and the Lagos APC 

s t r u c t u r e  h a v e  
e n s u r e d  t h a t  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  
emergence follows 
a consensus-driven 
p a t t e r n ,  a n  
approach credited 
with political stability 
a n d  s t e a d y  
governance.
In  2007 ,  T inubu 
backed Babatunde 
Raji Fashola (SAN) 
a g a i n s t  
o v e r w h e l m i n g  
oppos i t ion f rom 
over 20 aspirants. At 
the expiration of 
Fashola's second 
t e r m  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  
A k i n w u n m i  
Ambode emerged 
but served only one 
term after falling out 
with party power 
brokers.
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu, who 
s u r v i v e d  
i m p e a c h m e n t  
s c a r e s ,  i s  n o w  
approaching the 
end of his second 
t e r m  a n d  i s  
expected to play a 
role in selecting a 
successor who can 
“watch his back,” as 
h a s  b e e n  t h e  
practice among 
successive Lagos 
governors.
T h e r e  a r e  
ind icat ions  that  

Sanwo-Olu, who 
s e r v e d  u n d e r  
A m b o d e  a s  
Managing Director 
of the Lagos State 
Development and 
P r o p e r t y  
Corporation, has 
reconciled with his 
former boss and 
may be open to 
s u p p o r t i n g  
A m b o d e ' s  
comeback.
A m b o d e ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
(2015–2019) remains 
fondly remembered 
by many Lagos  
residents, especially 
for reforms in traffic 
c o n t r o l ,  w a s t e  
management, and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  
Several Lagosians 
who spoke with 
E c h o n e w s  
described him as “a 
man of the masses.”
However, Ambode 
faces three hurdles; 
lingering issues with 
k e y  A P C  
stakeholders, the 
religious debate (as 
a  Chr i s t ian)and 
competition within 
his Epe polit ical 
base.
His wife's strained 
relationship with 
Chr ist ian groups 
during his tenure has 
also resurfaced as a 

potential obstacle.
H a m z a t ,  a  
technocrat  and 
s e a s o n e d  
administrator who 
has served under 
three governors, is 
considered highly 
q u a l i f i e d .  B u t  
p e r m u t a t i o n s  
a p p e a r  
complicated.
According to APC 
insiders, Hamzat's 
ambition “depends 
solely on God and 
President Tinubu.” 
While respected, he 
may require strong 
backing from Abuja 
to secure the ticket.
Mudashiru Obasa is 
a strong grassroots 
m o b i l i s e r .  T h e  
Speaker believes it is 
Lagos West's turn to 
p r o d u c e  a  
governor, arguing 
that Lagos Central 
has produced two 
governors  wh i le  
L a g o s  E a s t  h a s  
produced one. To 
him, the position 
should return to 
Lagos West.
Obasa's strengths 
i n c l u d e  d e e p  
l e g i s l a t i v e  
experience, strong 
grassroots network, 
rel ig ious appeal 
within the Muslim 
bloc.

H i s  s u r v i v a l  o f  
impeachment plots 
r e i n f o r c e s  h i s  
political dexterity. 
Y e t ,  c o n c e r n s  
remain about his 
b r o a d e r  
a c c e p t a b i l i t y  
across the state.
J i d e  A d e d i r a n  
( J a n d o r ) ,  i s  a  
d e f e c t o r  w i t h  
a m b i t i o n  w h o m  
after his 2023 loss 
under  the PDP,  
defected to the 
A P C  i n  2 0 2 5  
following a meeting 
w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  
Tinubu. Though he 
received support to 
join the party, he 
was reportedly not 
p r o m i s e d  a n  
automatic ticket.
H e  h a s  s i n c e  
l a u n c h e d  a n  
I n d e p e n d e n t  
Campaign Group 
(ICG), building a 
f o r m i d a b l e  
grassroots network 
across all 20 LGAs 
and 37 LCDAs. His 
strong mobilisation 
skills make him one 
to watch, though 
the APC hierarchy 
may not see him as 
top priority for now.
Seyi Tinubu is the 
quiet wildcard who 
has not declared 
interest, but he is 

gradually gaining 
visibility within Lagos' 
political ecosystem. 
His charity work, 
youth outreach, 
and nat ionwide 
poverty alleviation 
programmes are 
seen as strategic 
capital.
His 40th birthday a 
few months ago 
d r e w  n o t a b l e  
p o l i t i c a l  
heavyweights, a 
signal that he may 
not be entirely out of 
t h e  e q u a t i o n .  
However, insiders 
d e s c r i b e  h i s  
potential role as 
“either a candidate 
o r  d e p u t y , ”  
depending on the 
f i n a l  a l i g n m e n t  
within the APC.
H a k e e m  M u r i -
Okunola (HMO) is 
a n o t h e r   
t e c h n o c r a t  i n  
d e m a n d  l i k e  
Hamzat.
Despite formal ly 
distancing himself 
f r o m  c a m p a i g n  
posters circulating 
o n l i n e ,  H M O  
remains a strong 
favourite among 
certain power blocs 
due to his impressive 
record in public 
service.

ObasaHamzat Okunola

Continued on page 4
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A s  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary of the 
s t a t e  L a n d  
B u r e a u ,  M u r i -
Okunola digitised 
the Certificate of 
O c c u p a n c y  
process. As Head 
of Service, he 
championed the 
d i g i t a l  
transformation of 
the state c iv i l  
service.
any party leaders 
see  h im as  a  
bridge between 
technocracy and 
politics.
The Lagos 2027 
g o v e r n o r s h i p  
contest remains 
fluid, with multiple 
variables at play, 
r e l i g i o u s  
balancing, zoning 
s e n t i m e n t s ,  
political loyalty, 
and the influence 
of the Presidency.
W h i l e  s o m e  
aspirants enjoy 
strong grassroots 
backing, others 
rely heavily on 
s t r a t e g i c  
endor sement s .  
W h a t  r e m a i n s  
constant is that 
L a g o s  h a s  
historically chosen 
i t s  g o v e r n o r s  
through political 
consensus rather 
t h a n  o p e n  
primaries.
As the clock ticks 
toward 2027, the 
state's political 
terrain is poised for 
a defining battle 
that will shape the 
n e x t  e r a  o f  
leadership.
W h o  A m o n g  
T h e m  C a n  
Become Lagos 
Governor?
Neutral Political 
Analysis

1 .  O b a f e m i  
Hamzat (Current 
Deputy Governor)
Most likely APC 
successor if the 
party decides on 
continuity.
Strengths
-Deep inside the 
Lagos pol i t ical 
structure for 20+ 
years.
- S t r o n g  
t e c h n o c r a t i c  
p r o f i l e  a n d  

i n t e r n a l  p a r t y  
loyalty.
-Has never been 
openly rebellious 
t o  t h e  p a r t y  
leadership.
-Widely seen as 
t h e  m o s t  
e x p e r i e n c e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
among the list.
Weaknesses
-Depends almost 
e n t i r e l y  o n  
APC/Presidency 
s t r u c t u r e  t o  
endorse him.
-May not be the 
f i rst  choice of 
some APC power 
blocs.
CHANCES: Very 
High — if APC 
p i c k s  h i m ,  h e  
b e c o m e s  
governor.

2. Hakeem Muri-
Okunola (HMO – 
Former HOS Lagos 
/ Tinubu Ally)
Strong contender 
if the “Presidential 
f a m i l y  b l o c ”  
decides to push 
him.
Strengths
-Very close to 
Pres ident  Bo la 
Tinubu.
- P o p u l a r  w i t h  

major APC power 
brokers.
-Widely respected 
i n  L a g o s  c i v i l  
service.
-Has been quietly 
pos i t ioned fo r  
higher office.
Weaknesses
- H a s  n e v e r  
c o n t e s t e d  a  
political office.
- N e e d s  
acceptance from 
Lagos APC elders 
and grassroots.

CHANCES: High — 
if endorsed by 
T i n u b u ' s  c o r e  
structure.

3 .  M u d a s h i r u  
Obasa (Speaker, 
Lagos Assembly)
Strong politician 
b u t  l i m i t e d  
s t a t e w i d e  
appeal.
Strengths
- C o n t r o l s  t h e  
Lagos House of 
Assembly.
-Influential within 
Agege and state 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
structure.
Weaknesses
- N o t  p o p u l a r  
outside political 
circles.

-Civil society and 
youth blocs have 
n e g a t i v e  
perception.
-Very low appeal 
a m o n g  
professional and 
m i d d l e - c l a s s  
voters.
C H A N C E S :  
M o d e r a t e  —  
possible only with 
full APC backing, 
otherwise unlikely.

4 .  A k i n w u n m i  
Ambode (Former 
Governor)
Powerful f igure 
b u t  r e t u r n  
d e p e n d s  o n  
forgiveness within 
APC.
Strengths
-Popular among 
L a g o s  c i v i l  
s e r v a n t s  a n d  
middle class.
-Many Lagosians 
still view him as an 
achiever.
-Sympathy factor 
d u e  t o  2 0 1 9  
removal.
Weaknesses
-St i l l  pol i t ical ly 
distanced from 
core Lagos APC 
hierarchy.
-Unclear if Tinubu's 
inner  c i rc le  i s  

r e a d y  t o  
rehabilitate him.
- C a n n o t  w i n  
w i t h o u t  A P C  
ticket.
CHANCES:
-Moderate to Low 
— possible only if 
APC reconciles 
and returns him.

5. Abdul-Azeez 
A d e d i r a n  
“Jandor” (APC)
Strong personality 
Strengths
Energet ic  and 
visible.
G o o d  m e d i a  
presence.
Weaknesses
His hierarchy in 
A P C  h a d  
dropped since he 
left for PDP
CHANCES: Low — 
u n l e s s  A P C  
u n d e r g o e s  a  
major revolution 
to throw him up.

6.  Sey i  T inubu 
( P o l i t i c a l  
N e w c o m e r ,  
Presidential Son)
Not a real ist ic 
contender at this 
time.
Strengths
A c c e s s  t o  
resources  and 

influence.
S t r o n g  y o u t h  
appeal on social 
platforms.
Weaknesses
N o  p o l i t i c a l  
experience.
APC elders may 
c o n t e n d  s u c h  
candidacy.
M a y  c r e a t e  
controversy.

CHANCES:
V e r y  L o w  —  
almost impossible 
for 2027
Possible only far in 
the future if he 
builds a political 
structure first.

F INAL VERDICT 
( R e a l i s t i c  
Ranking)
A s p i r a n t  
P r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
B e c o m i n g  
Governor
Obafemi Hamzat- 
Very High
H a k e e m  M u r i -
Okunola (HMO)- 
High
M u d a s h i r u  
Obasa-Moderate
A k i n w u n m i  
A m b o d e -
Moderate/Low
Jandor -Low
Seyi Tinubu - V e r y  
Low

Seyi TinubuAdediranAmbode
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CMB Flags Off 2025 
Stakeholders' Meeting  

h e  C i t i z e n s '  

TMediation Bureau 

( C M B )  h a s  

commenced its 2025 

I B I L E  S t a k e h o l d e r s '  

M e e t i n g  a n d  

Sensitisation Campaign 

across the metropolis, 

w i t h  t h e  t h e m e  

" M e d i a t i o n  i n  

Chal leng ing T imes :  

B u i l d i n g  P e a c e f u l  

Communities Through 

Dialogue".

��The forum, which 

provides opportunities 

for key actors and other 

stakeholders in different 

communities to come 

together to strengthen 

peace building across 

the state,  recent ly  

kicked off in Ikorodu.

�Speaking at the event, 

the pioneer Permanent 

Secretary of the Citizens' 

Mediation Bureau, Mrs. 

Aderinsola Olanrewaju, 

emphasised that the 

meeting was designed 

t o  d e e p e n  

collaboration across the 

five divisions of the state 

known as IBILE while 

addressing emerging 

conflict trends affecting 

f a m i l i e s ,  

neighbourhoods, and 

businesses. 

�She also highlighted 

the increasing necessity 

of mediation as Lagos 

cont inues i t s  rapid 

e x p a n s i o n  a n d  

evolution, noting that 

issues such as family 

d i s a g r e e m e n t s ,  

l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t  

disputes, workplace 

crises, and commercial 

or monetary claims are 

now on the rise.

�According to her 

"Mediation remains a 

reliable alternative to 

courtroom litigation as it 

saves time, resources, 

a n d  p r e s e r v e s  

re la t ionsh ips , "  Mr s .  

Olanrewaju stated. 

��The CMB's success 

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

commitment to making 

justice accessible and 

efficient for all residents".

��In l ine with the 

theme, the keynote 

speaker, Mrs. Omotola 

Rotimi, former Director 

of the CMB, provided 

a t t e n d e e s  w i t h  

practical insights into 

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  

techniques and the 

crucial process of de-

escalation.

�Mr. Ade Ayeni, Vice 

Chairman of Igbogbo 

Bayeku LCDA, urged 

residents to discontinue 

self-help methods and 

u t i l i s e  t h e  C M B ' s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  

accessible services to 

a d d r e s s  t h e i r  

grievances.

�The Royal Father of the 

Day, Oba Semiudeen 

Orimadegun Kasali, the 

Adeboruwa of Igbogbo 

Kingdom, appreciated 

the CMB's outreach. He 

emphasised that the 

Igbogbo community 

pr ior i t i ses  ef fect ive 

conf l ic t  reso lu t ion ,  

w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  

m a i n t a i n i n g  l o c a l  

peace and harmony.

�The commencement 

of the sens i t i sat ion 

campaign marks the 

beginning of a broader 

effort by the CMB to 

ensure every resident is 

aware of and can 

access its free and 

confidential dispute 

resolution services.

�The sensitisation flag-

off brought together a 

diverse group of key 

stakeholders, including 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

Nigerian Bar Association 

( N B A ) ,  N o n -

G o v e r n m e n t a l  

Organisations (NGOs), 

traditional leaders, local 

government officials, 

a n d  c o m m u n i t y  

res idents,  including 

market women and 

men.

Lagos Receives UNICEF - Donated Healthcare Waste Incinerator  
he Lagos State 

TG o v e r n m e n t ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  

Lagos State Primary 

Health Care Board 

( L S P H C B ) ,  h a s  

officially received a 

healthcare waste 

incinerator donated 

by the United Nations 

C h i l d r e n ' s  F u n d  

(UNICEF). 

The equipment, now 

i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  

Agboyi-Ketu Primary 

Health Care Centre, 

r e p r e s e n t s  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  

toward strengthening 

s a f e  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  

healthcare waste 

management in the 

State.

Speak ing  a t  the  

handover ceremony, 

t h e  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary  of  the 

LSPHCB, Dr. Ibrahim 

Akinwunmi Mustafa, 

m n i ,  e x p r e s s e d  

p r o f o u n d  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  

UNICEF for what he 

described as a timely 

a n d  s t r a t e g i c  

intervention, noting 

that the donation 

addresses a critical 

element of primary 

healthcare delivery, 

e f f e c t i v e  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

i n f e c t i o u s  a n d  

hazardous medical 

waste. 

“This incinerator is not 

only an investment in 

sa fe r  hea l thcare  

service delivery but 

a l s o  a  s t r o n g  

reinforcement of our 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

protecting patients, 

frontline workers, and 

the environment,” he 

stated.

He emphasised that 

t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  

Government remains 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  

building a resilient 

and efficient primary 

healthcare system 

c a p a b l e  o f  

s a f e g u a r d i n g  

s u r r o u n d i n g  

communities from the 

dangers of improper 

m e d i c a l  w a s t e  

disposal.

Dr .  Mustafa a l so 

highlighted ongoing 

reforms aimed at 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

infection prevention 

a n d  c o n t r o l ,  

environmental health 

s a f e t y ,  a n d  f u l l  

compl iance w i th  

national healthcare 

waste management 

guidelines.

According to him, the 

facility aligns with the 

State's broader goals 

of improving service 

q u a l i t y ,  s a f e t y  

s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  

accountability across 

a l l  p r i m a r y  

healthcare centres.

H e  f u r t h e r  

under sco red  the  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n  

a c h i e v i n g  

sustainable health 

o u t c o m e s ,  

a c k n o w l e d g i n g  

U N I C E F ' s  

longstanding support 

to Lagos State in 

i m m u n i s a t i o n ,  

maternal and child 

health, health data 

systems, and now, 

healthcare waste 

management. 

He assured that the 

State Government is 

fully committed to the 

proper ut i l i sat ion, 

maintenance, and 

l o n g - t e r m  

sustainability of the 

incinerator ensuring 

s t a f f  t r a i n i n g ,  

a d h e r e n c e  t o  

o p e r a t i o n a l  

s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  

routine monitoring.

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  

S e c r e t a r y  a l s o  

apprec ia ted  the  

cooperat ion and 

support of Agboyi-

K e t u  L C D A .  H e  

emphas i sed  that  

c o m m u n i t y  

ownership and local 

g o v e r n m e n t  

l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  

essential for long-

term success. 

He reaffirmed Lagos 

State's determination 

to protect public 

health, preserve the 

environment, and 

u p h o l d  h i g h  

standards of care 

within the primary 

healthcare system, 

adding that at least 

t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  

incinerators will be 

provided in other 

areas of the State to 

further strengthen 

healthcare waste 

management.

In her remarks, the 

Chairman of Agboyi-

Ketu LCDA, Hon. Mrs 

A d u n n i  A d e t o l a  

Abubakar, expressed 

delight that the Local 

C o u n c i l  

Development Area 

was selected to host 

the new facility.

S h e  a s s u r e d  

stakeholders that the 

LCDA would ensure 

t h e  s a f e t y ,  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  

proper upkeep of the 

i n c i n e r a t o r ,  

r e c o g n i s i n g  i t s  

importance to public 

h e a l t h  a n d  

c o m m u n i t y  

wellbeing.

She further affirmed 

her administration's 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  

residents of Agboyi-

Ketu continue to 

e n j o y  q u a l i t y  

healthcare services. 

According to her, the 

LCDA will intensify 

efforts to provide 

additional facilities 

a n d  e s s e n t i a l  

amenities required to 

s t r e n g t h e n  

healthcare delivery. 

She pledged fu l l  

s u p p o r t  f o r  a l l  

activities of the Lagos 

State Primary Health 

Care Board, including 

the adoption of the 

prototype Primary 

Health Centre model 

designed to enhance 

service delivery and 

i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  

o u t c o m e s  f o r  

residents.
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 Tourism Stakeholder Challenges
 Lagos Storytellers  

A Communications 
s t r a t e g i s t  a n d  
Founder of RED 
Africa, Adebola 
Williams, has called 
on Lagos event 
promoters, media 
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  
content creators, 
a n d  c u l t u r a l  
influencers to take 
deliberate steps in 
shaping the city's 
g l o b a l  i m a g e  
ahead of the highly 
a n t i c i p a t e d  
December festive 
season.
Speak ing  a t  a  
s t a k e h o l d e r s '  
e n g a g e m e n t  
forum organised by 
Lagos State Ministry 
of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture, held on 
T h u r s d a y ,  2 7 t h  
November 2025, at 
Lagos Continental 
H o t e l ,  V i c t o r i a  
Island, Williams in a 
presentation, titled 
“This December 
Matters: Why Our 
Storytelling Must 
M a t c h  O u r  
A m b i t i o n , ”  
emphasised that 
Lagos has evolved 
far beyond a local 
entertainment hub 
into one of the 
w o r l d ' s  m o s t  
vibrant December 
destinations.
He likened Lagos' 
growing global  
relevance to cities 
such as Davos, 
Ibiza, and Cannes, 
n o t i n g  t h a t  
D e c e m b e r  i n  
Lagos now draws 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  
tourists, diaspora 
v i s i t o r s  a n d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
creators. 
According to him, 
“The world has 
woken up to the 
d i a m o n d  w e  
always were,” and 
with the influx of 
guests comes both 
opportunity and 
pressure.
Adebola Williams 

traced the city's 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c u l t u r e  f r o m  
R h y t h m  
U n p l u g g e d  t o  
OLIC, from Terra 
Kulture to Lagos 
C o u n t d o w n ,  
noting that Lagos 
“has always been 
t h e  h o m e  o f  
creat iv i ty .”  The 
difference now, he 
said, is that global 
a t t e n t i o n  h a s  
r e a c h e d  
unprecedented 
l e v e l s ,  m a k i n g  
s t r a t e g i c  
r e p u t a t i o n  
m a n a g e m e n t  
essential.
He stressed that in 
t o d a y ' s  w o r l d ,  
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  
m e d i a ,  h a s  
b e c o m e  
“ inf rastructure,” 

s h a p i n g  
i n v e s t m e n t ,  
perception, and 
c r e d i b i l i t y  f o r  
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  
cities. 
For Lagos, he said, 
this means event 
o r g a n i s e r s ,  
influencers, and 
media houses must 
r i s e  t o  t h e  
responsibi l i ty of 
t e l l i n g  a  
coordinated story 
t h a t  r e f l e c t s  
ambition, order, 
and excellence.
“Every guest who 
comes into Lagos 
t h i s  D e c e m b e r  
b e c o m e s  a  
storyteller. Every 
content creator 
b e c o m e s  a n  
ambassador. Every 
experience, from 
the airport to the 
beaches,  forms 
part of the Lagos 
narrative,” he said.

A d e b o l a  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  
the Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  
a p p l a u d i n g  
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu for the 
admin i s t rat ion ' s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  
tourism and the 
creative economy, 
highlighting the 
i m p r o v e d  
calendarization of 
events and the 
success of earlier 
f lagship tourism 
events held since 
the beginning of 
the year.
While encouraging 
p r o m o t e r s  t o  
c o m p e t e  
creatively, Williams 
urged them to 
c o l l a b o r a t e  
s t r a t e g i c a l l y ,  
especially in areas 
l i k e  s a f e t y ,  
c u s t o m e r  

experience, and 
communication.
He recommended 
unified branding 
and hashtags for 
Lagos December, 
R e s p e c t f u l  
partnerships with 
P R  f i r m s  a n d  
influencers, Timely 
p a y m e n t s  t o  
i n d u s t r y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
P repared c r i s i s  
m a n a g e m e n t  
communication, A 
strong customer 
service culture to 
ensure memorable 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
among others.
He warned that 
g loba l  cu l tu ra l  
moments come in 
waves, referencing 
Jamaica's reggae 
t o u r i s m  w a v e ,  
Ghana's Year of 
Return, and South 
Africa's Amapiano 
boom, and that 

Lagos must put 
systems in place to 
s u s t a i n  i t s  
dominance.
Quot ing global  
research, Williams 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
Africa loses $4.5 
billion annually due 
t o  n e g a t i v e  
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  
underscoring the 
urgent need for 
Lagos to control its 
narrative.
“Our biggest story is 
h o w  w e  m a k e  
people feel,” he 
said, urging event 
o r g a n i s e r s  t o  
prioritise hospitality 
for both visitors and 
Lagos residents. If 
we get this right, 
the world will not 
only return, but the 
world will trust us, 
partner with us, 
invest in us, and 
choose Lagos,” he 
stated.
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he Governor of 

TLagos State, Mr. 

Babajide Olusola 

Sanwo-Olu has called 

o n  w o m e n  a c r o s s  

N i g e r i a  t o  b o l d l y  

embrace responsibility 

and step confidently 

into leadership roles that 

shape policy, institutions, 

a n d  n a t i o n a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  

Governor gave the 

charge in his goodwill 

message delivered by 

the Secretary to the 

State Government, Barr. 

'Bimbola Salu-Hundeyin 

at the 2025 Women in 

Succes s fu l  Caree r s  

( W I S C A R )  A n n u a l  

L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  

Mentoring Conference.

Speaking weekend at 

t h e  C i v i c  C e n t r e ,  

Victoria Island, Lagos, 

Governor Sanwo-Olu 

stated that the future 

belongs to women who 

are wi l l ing to take 

responsibility, lead with 

courage, and influence 

decisions that shape 

society. He noted that 

the theme, “Claiming 

Our Future: Women in 

Leadership and Policy 

Transformation,” aptly 

p r o v i d e d  a  f i t t i n g  

b a c k d r o p  f o r  h i s  

message.

He emphasised that 

leadership is not defined 

by titles but by influence, 

accountability, and the 

readiness to make a 

lasting difference. He 

said

“Let us not shy away 

from leadership roles. 

Step forward, voice your 

opin ions,  and take 

responsibility for shaping 

t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  

determine the progress 

of our communities and 

our nation.”

T h e  G o v e r n o r  

commended WISCAR 

for its consistency in 

nurturing women who 

lead with purpose and 

highlighted the success 

of the newly launched 

W o m e n  i n  L a w  

Mentoring Programme 

(WILMP) supported by 

the Bill & Melinda Gates 

F o u n d a t i o n .  H e  

d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  a  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  

leadersh ip p ipel ine 

equipping mentees with 

the confidence and skills 

needed to influence 

governance and drive 

reform.

Governor Sanwo-Olu 

said there is 50 per cent 

female representation in 

the composition of the 

s t a t e ' s  b o d y  o f  

Permanent Secretaries 

t o  s t r e n g t h e n  

governance systems 

and promote inclusive 

development, whi le 

women head Ministries,  

A g e n c i e s  a n d  

Departments. 

R e a f f i r m i n g  L a g o s  

State's commitment to 

women's leadership, the 

Governor stated that the 

State will continue to 

create opportunities for 

women to contribute 

m e a n i n g f u l l y  t o  

g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  

economic growth, as 

societies flourish when 

women lead. When 

w o m e n  t a k e  

responsibility, institutions 

become stronger. 

Governor Sanwo-Olu 

congratulated WISCAR 

C h a i r p e r s o n  a n d  

founder, Mrs. Amina 

Oyagbola and her team 

on host ing another 

impactful conference. 

He commended i ts  

unwavering dedication 

to developing leaders 

who take initiative and 

d r i v e  c h a n g e .  H e  

expressed confidence 

t h a t  t h e  2 0 2 5  

c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  

i n s p i r e  r e n e w e d  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

leadership responsibility 

a n d  p o l i c y  

transformation.

H i g h l i g h t  w a s  t h e  

recognition of the Vice-

Chancellor, University of 

Lagos, Prof. Folashade 

Ogunsola, with WISCAR's 

a w a r d  f o r  h e r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

education and women's 

advancement.

 WISCAR 2025 L: Sanwo-Olu Charges Women
 To Embrace Responsibility, Leadership  

Lagos Wraps Up PPH E-Motive Training 
he Lagos State 

TPrimary Health 
C a r e  B o a r d  

( L S P H C B ) ,  i n  
partnership with the 
C e n t r e  f o r  
Integrated Health 
Program (CIHP), has 
c o n c l u d e d  t h e  
P o s t - P a r t u m  
H a e m o r r h a g e  
(PPH)  E -MOT IVE  
Bundle Stepdown 
T r a i n i n g  a c r o s s  
selected primary 
healthcare facilities 
in the state. The 
initiative marks a 
major step forward 
in Lagos State's 
o n g o i n g  
commi tment  to  
r e d u c i n g  
p r e v e n t a b l e  
maternal deaths 
a n d  i m p r o v i n g  
e m e r g e n c y  
response readiness 
within the primary 
healthcare system.
T h e  S t e p d o w n  
Training followed 
an intensive State 
Training of Trainers 
( S T o T )  h e l d  i n  

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  
during which 10 
nurses and f ive 
d o c t o r s  w e r e  
certified as master 
trainers.
T h e s e  m a s t e r  
t r a i n e r s  
subsequently led 
the facil ity-level 
s e s s i o n s  f r o m  
November 24 to 29, 
equipping frontline 
healthcare workers 
w i t h  e v i d e n c e -
based skills for the 
timely detection 
a n d  e f f e c t i v e  
management of 
p o s t p a r t u m  
haemorrhage, one 
o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  
causes of maternal 
m o r t a l i t y ,  y e t  
largely preventable 
when managed 
promptly.
Th roughout  the  
training period, the 
Director of Nursing 
S e r v i c e s ,  N u r s e  
Anne Olasumbo 
Oyesanya, and the 
Director of Medical 
Services & Disease 

C o n t r o l ,  D r .  
Veronica Iwayemi 
p r o v i d e d  
s u p p o r t i v e  
s u p e r v i s i o n  t o  
ensure uniformity, 
high standards, and 
e f f e c t i v e  
knowledge transfer 
across participating 
f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e i r  
o v e r s i g h t  
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  
commi tment  to  
continuous quality 
improvement in  
m a t e r n a l  a n d  
newborn care.
P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary of the 
LSPHCB, Dr. Ibrahim 
A k i n w u n m i  
M u s t a f a ,  m n i ,  
commended the 
s u c c e s s f u l  
completion of the 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  
r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  
state's dedication 
to safeguarding 
maternal health. 
He  emphas i sed  
that empowering 
frontline healthcare 

providers with life-
s a v i n g  s k i l l s  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  
p r e v e n t i n g  
a v o i d a b l e  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
during childbirth. He 
further highlighted 
the importance of 
the PPH E-MOTIVE 
B u n d l e  a s  a n  
evidence-driven, 
s t r u c t u r e d  
a p p r o a c h  t h a t  
improves the speed 
and coordination 
o f  e m e r g e n c y  
responses.
Reflecting on the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
strategy, Director of 
Nursing Services, 
Nurse Oyesanya, 
underscored the 
effectiveness of the 
cascade training 
model, describing it 
as a sustainable 
method for rapidly 
s c a l i n g  c r i t i c a l  
c o m p e t e n c i e s  
across facilities. 
She noted that the 
model promotes 
t e a m w o r k ,  

strengthens local 
c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  
ensures that al l  
p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  
cent res  benef i t  
f rom consistent,  
high-quality training 
a n d  i m p r o v e d  
r e a d i n e s s  t o  
respond to PPH 
emergencies.
With the training 
now completed, 
both LSPHCB and 
CIHP reaffirm their 
commi tment  to  
continuous health 
w o r k f o r c e  
development and 
enhanced service 
d e l i v e r y  a c r o s s  
Lagos State. 
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  
advancement in 
the state's efforts to 
protect mothers, 
improve maternal 
survival rates, and 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
overall resilience of 
t h e  p r i m a r y  
healthcare system.
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Lagos Joins Africa To Power First-Ever 
Continental Blood Donation Day 

agos  S tate  on 

LSaturday recorded 

a n  i m p r e s s i v e  

turnout of voluntary 

blood donors as the 

Lagos  S ta te  B lood  

T rans fus ion  Se rv ice  

(LSBTS) joined other 

African countries to 

commemorate Red 

Saturday, a continental 

blood donation drive 

designed to boost safe 

blood availability across 

the region. The exercise 

t o o k  p l a c e  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  i n  

G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l s ,  

par tner  NGOs and 

designated community 

c e n t r e s ,  d r a w i n g  

r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

responded to the call to 

save lives.

Executive Secretary of 

the Lagos State Blood 

Transfusion Service, Dr 

Bodunrin Osikomaiya, 

who monitored the drive 

at General Hospital 

Ifako-Ijaiye, Gbagada 

General Hospital and 

the LSBTS Headquarters 

Centre, said the initiative 

came at a critical time 

when voluntary blood 

d o n a t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  

declines across the state 

due to end-of-year 

travel and seasonal 

health challenges. She 

described Red Saturday 

a s  a  “ p a n - A f r i c a n  

in i t iat ive promoting 

v o l u n t a r y  n o n -

remunerated blood 

donation to ensure 

sustainable access to 

safe blood.”

D r  O s i k o m a i y a  

explained that the drive 

was coordinated by the 

African Society for Blood 

Transfusion (AfSBT) and 

the Nat ional  B lood 

Service Agency (NBSA), 

with Lagos playing a 

leading role through its 

State Blood Transfusion 

S e r v i c e ,  g e n e r a l  

hosp i ta l s ,  teach ing 

hospitals and private 

facilities. She noted that 

blood collected during 

the drive would help 

stabilise Lagos' supply for 

at least 35 days, enough 

to meet the surge in 

m e d i c a l  n e e d s  

expected throughout 

December.

She stated that the 

initiative not only boosts 

blood reserves but also 

expands the pool of 

r e g u l a r  v o l u n t a r y  

donors. Encouraging 

donors to bring friends 

and family, Osikomaiya 

said the goal was to 

cultivate a culture of 

sustained donation, 

ensu r ing  long- te rm 

availability of blood for 

patients who need it 

during emergencies, 

childbirth, surgeries and 

other critical conditions.

Expressing delight at 

Lagos' contribution to a 

continental movement 

s p a n n i n g  m u l t i p l e  

African countries, the 

Executive Secretary said 

the visibility generated 

b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  

strengthens the state's 

p r o f i l e  a h e a d  o f  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

accreditation efforts. 

S h e  c o m m e n d e d  

Governor  Baba j ide  

Sanwo-Olu for providing 

e q u i p m e n t ,  

c o n s u m a b l e s  a n d  

advocacy support that 

m a d e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

participation successful.

H e a d  o f  D o n o r  

Recruitment at LSBTS, 

M r s  O l a y i n k a  

Animashaun, speaking 

at the Lagos Island 

centre, described Red 

Saturday as a unifying 

A f r i c a n  e v e n t  

dedicated to raising 

a w a r e n e s s  o n  t h e  

importance of voluntary 

blood donation. She 

said this year's edition 

w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

significant as it marked 

the maiden celebration 

across African nations.

A n i m a s h a u n  

emphasised that Lagos 

w a s  n o t  o n l y  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  b u t  

mobilising across all 

g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s ,  

maternity facilities and 

partner locations to 

achieve the national 

target of 10,000 units set 

by the NBSA. She noted 

that building a culture of 

regular donation would 

e n s u r e  t h e  s t a t e  

maintains an adequate 

and safe blood supply 

for patients throughout 

the year.

She added that the 

initiative underscored 

the shared responsibility 

a m o n g  A f r i c a n  

countries to address 

shor tages ,  improve 

access to safe blood 

and promote voluntary 

n o n - r e m u n e r a t e d  

donations, which remain 

the safest source of 

blood.

A t  t h e  G b a g a d a  

General Hospital blood 

donation centre, a 

v o l u n t a r y  d o n o r ,  

O l a d a y o  K e h i n d e  

Popoola, an educator, 

said he left work to join 

the exercise after being 

encouraged by his twin 

brother. Describing this 

a s  h i s  t h i r d  b l o o d  

donation, he said he 

participated because 

he believes strongly in 

h e l p i n g  o t h e r s ,  

especially those whose 

lives depend on timely 

access to blood.

Popoola urged Lagos 

residents to embrace 

voluntary donation as a 

c iv ic  respons ib i l i ty ,  

n o t i n g  t h a t  m a n y  

people in emergencies 

rely on anonymous 

donors for survival. “You 

don't know whose life 

you might be saving,” he 

said. “It could be a 

friend, a neighbour or 

even a relative.”

Another voluntary donor 

at the Gbagada centre, 

Mr Norbert Chidi Obata, 

a businessman, said he 

participated because 

he understands the 

importance of regular 

b l o o d  d o n a t i o n ,  

especially in countries 

where shortages often 

lead to  avo idab le  

deaths. He encouraged 

residents to come out in 

large numbers, stressing 

the need for citizens to 

be the i r  “brother ' s  

keeper” in emergencies.

O b a t a  n o t e d  t h a t  

although he had never 

pe r sona l l y  needed 

blood, he had witnessed 

situations where patients 

lost their lives due to 

unavailability. “What we 

are doing today will help 

o t h e r s  s u r v i v e  

emergencies,” he said, 

calling for nationwide 

participation in future 

editions.

In Omologede Estate, 

one of the designated 

community centres, Mr 

W a s i u  O g u n w o o l u ,  

Chairman of the CDA, 

r e c o u n t e d  h o w  

donating blood in the 

p a s t  i m p r o v e d  h i s  

h e a l t h ,  r e s o l v i n g  

symptoms related to an 

e y e  c o n d i t i o n .  H e  

descr ibed the Red 

Saturday drive as a 

welcome initiative and 

commended Lagos  

State for hosting it within 

community settings.

Ogunwoolu, who said 

he had donated blood 

four times, expressed joy 

knowing that each 

donation could save up 

to three lives, particularly 

in accident cases or 

c h i l d b i r t h  

c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  H e  

pledged to continue 

advocating for blood 

donation within his  

community.

Also speaking at the 

O m o l o g e d e  E s t a t e  

centre,  Mrs  Samiat 

Ogundairo, a resident, 

described her donation 

as a fulfilling act, noting 

that  the screening 

process allowed her to 

understand her health 

status better. She said 

blood donation not only 

saves lives but also 

benef i t s  donors  by 

helping them monitor 

key health indicators.

Ogundai ro adv i sed 

residents to turn out in 

large numbers for future 

drives, emphasising that 

vo luntary  donat ion 

enhances both personal 

health and community 

w e l l b e i n g .  S h e  

encouraged Lagosians 

to “come out en masse 

to save lives and know 

their health status.”

Across all centres visited, 

health workers reported 

s t e a d y  s t r e a m s  o f  

donors, including first-

t i m e r s  a n d  r e p e a t  

v o l u n t e e r s .  M a n y  

expressed satisfaction 

with the organisation, 

safety protocols and 

awareness efforts that 

created a supportive 

atmosphere for the 

exercise.

The LSBTS teams across 

the s tate sa id  the 

s u c c e s s  r e c o r d e d  

u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  

importance of strategic 

publ ic sens i t i sat ion, 

community partnership 

a n d  m u l t i - c e n t r e  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  i n  

addressing Lagos' blood 

needs.  Donors also 

praised the courteous 

service from staff at 

general hospitals, NGOs 

and mobile centres.

As Lagos joins the rest of 

Africa in marking this 

inaugural continental 

event, organisers say the 

momentum from Red 

Saturday will feed into 

long-term efforts to 

expand the s tate 's  

voluntary blood donor 

base. The hope is to 

reduce dependency on 

fami ly replacement 

donations and ensure 

the steady availability of 

safe blood across health 

facilities.

With the national target 

set at 10,000 units for the 

day,  LSBTS off ic ia ls  

expressed optimism that 

Lagos' strong turnout 

w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  

achieving the figure. 

O t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  

interviewed said they 

l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  

subsequent editions as a 

way to cont inual ly  

support  the heal th 

system and save lives.

The Red Saturday blood 

d o n a t i o n  d r i v e ,  

organisers noted, not 

o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  

L a g o s '  e m e r g e n c y  

preparedness but also 

showcased the state's 

leadership in safe blood 

management within 

Niger ia and across 

Africa. As Dr Osikomaiya 

c o n c l u d e d ,  “ O n e  

donation can save 

mul t ip le  l i ves ,  and 

today, Lagos showed up 

for Africa.”
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Representatives of 

t h e  u n i o n 

expressed deep 

appreciation for 

t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s 

continuous support 

f o r  t e a c h e r s , 

schools, and staff 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

initiatives. 

The NUT delegation 

w a s  l e d  b y 

C o m r a d e 

Mustapha Sodiq, 

C h a i r m a n ; 

accompanied by 

Comra de G i wa 

O l u w a k e m i , 

S e c r e t a r y ; 

Comrade Balogun 

Yusuf, Treasurer; 

C o m r a d e 

S h o r e m e k u n 

Olugbenga, State 
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T
h e  T u t o r -

General/Per

m a n e n t 

S e c r e t a r y , 

Education District 

IV ,  Mr .  Olufemi 

Bamidele Paseda, 

h o s t e d  t h e 

leadership of the 

Nigerian Union of 

Teachers (NUT), 

Surulere Branch, in 

a col laborat ive 

meeting aimed at 

strengthening the 

l o n g s t a n d i n g 

cordial relationship 

between the union 

and the district's 

m a n a g e m e n t 

team.

The v i s i t  to the 

D i s t r i c t 

H e a d q u a r t e r s 

s e r v e d  a s  a n 

Education District IV Applauds 
Gbajabiamila's Benevolence  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 

f u r t h e r 

a c k n o w l e d g e 

and celebrate the 

b e n e v o l e n t 

contributions of 

the Chief of Staff 

to the President, 

R t .  H o n .  F e m i 

G b a j a b i a m i l a , 

w h o s e 

u n w a v e r i n g 

support continues 

t o  e n h a n c e 

teacher welfare 

a n d  p u b l i c 

education across 

Surulere.

The engagement 

was characterised 

by mutual respect 

a n d  s h a r e d 

commitment to 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

a d v a n c e m e n t . 

E d i t o r ;  a n d 

C o m r a d e 

Arogundade Sikiru, 

a respected union 

l e a d e r .  T h e i r 

p r e s e n c e 

demonstrated the 

u n i t y  a n d 

dedication of the 

Su ru le re  B ranch 

t o w a r d 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

teacher advocacy 

and welfare.

D i s c u s s i o n s 

h ighl ighted that 

a c h i e v i n g 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

p r o g r e s s  i n 

education requires 

c o l l e c t i v e 

dedicat ion f rom 

g o v e r n m e n t 

institutions and the 

p a t r i o t i c 

contr ibut ions of 

leaders committed 

t o  n a t i o n a l 

development. In 

this regard, special 

tribute was paid to 

R t .  H o n .  F e m i 

Gbajabiamila, for 

h i s 

transformational 

b e n e v o l e n c e , 

w h o s e 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 

i n t e r v e n t i o n s 

continue to uplift 

teachers, improve 

l e a r n i n g 

environments, and 

fos te r  ha rmony 

across schools in 

District IV.

M r .  P a s e d a 

commended his 

f a r - r e a c h i n g 

support, describing 

it as a reection of 

t r u e  n a t i o n a l 

s e r v i c e , 

compassion, and 

unwavering belief 

i n  t h e  t e a c h e r s 

shaping the future 

o f  N i g e r i a n 

students.

T h e  m e e t i n g 

concluded with a 

reafrmation of the 

strong partnership 

between the District 

and the NUT, one 

b u i l t  n o t  o n 

obligation but on 

s h a r e d  v i s i o n , 

mutual goodwil l , 

and dedication to 

t h e  c o l l e c t i v e 

p r o g r e s s  o f 

educat ion.  Both 

parties expressed 

r e n e w e d 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

o p e n 

communicat ion, 

sustained attention 

to teachers' welfare 

c o n c e r n s , 

c o n t i n u e d 

collaboration in key 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

d i a l o g u e s ,  a n d 

further recognition 

of benevolent acts 

t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n 

p u b l i c  s c h o o l 

development.

The event ended on 

a note of optimism 

a n d  u n i t y , 

c e l e b r a t i n g 

l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t 

p r o t e c t s , 

e m p o w e r s ,  a n d 

p r i o r i t i s e s  t h e 

Nigerian teacher.
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He further stated 
t h a t  n o 
administration can 
succeed without 
law and order . 
“This meeting is a 
call to action and 
a call to volunteer 
m o r e , ”  h e 
declared, urging 
citizens to work 
hand in hand with 
the government 
as a duty, not a 
f a v o u r .  M r . 
Wi l l iams added 
that a city without 
laws cannot thrive, 
emphasising the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
civic responsibility 
and adherence to 
g o v e r n m e n t 
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T
he Lagos State 
M i n i s t r y  o f 
J u s t i c e , 

t h r o u g h  i t s 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service Unit (CSU), 
held a sensitisation 
a n d  m e d i c a l 
outreach recently 
at the Lagos Island 
Local Government 
Secretariat, Broad 
S t r e e t ,  L a g o s 
Island. The event, 
themed “Justice 
that Serves the 
C o m m u n i t y , ” 
engaged residents 
of Lagos Island East 
and West Local 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Areas.

Lagos MOJ Sensitises Stakeholders 
on Prison Decongestion  

Speaking at the 
e v e n t ,  t h e 
Chairman of All 
Chairmen in the 36 
S t a t e s ,  M r . 
Williams, stressed 
that obedience to 
the laws of the 
l a n d  p r o m o t e s 
safety, health, and 
responsibility. He 
n o t e d  t h a t 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service is not just 
an activity but a 
m i n d s e t  t h a t 
enhances security 
e f f o r t s  a n d 
s u p p o r t s  t h e 
g r o w t h  o f  a 
p e a c e f u l  a n d 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
society.

regulations.

D e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
keynote address, 
t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service, Mrs. Tomi 
Bodude, explained 
t h a t  t h e 
programme aims to 
d e e p e n  p u b l i c 
understanding of 
Community Service 
as a lawful non-
custodial sentence 
under the Lagos 
S t a t e 
Administration of 
Cr iminal  Just ice 
Law (ACJL).

S h e  n o t e d  t h a t 
Community Service 
rehabilitates minor 

offenders, restores 
public condence, 
d e c o n g e s t s 
c o r r e c t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d 
prevents rst-time 
o f f e n d e r s  f r o m 
m i x i n g  w i t h 
h a r d e n e d 
criminals. She also 
urged residents not 
t o  s t i g m a t i s e 
individuals serving 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service, stressing 
their capacity for 
r e f o r m  a n d 
reintegration.

M r s .  B o d u d e 
c o n c l u d e d  b y 
not ing that  the 
medical outreach 
d e m o n s t r a t e s 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
commitment  to 
c o m m u n i t y 
wellbeing through 
the provis ion of 
essent ial  health 
services such as 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s , 
screenings, and 
health education.

I n  h i s  G o o d w i l l 
m e s s a g e ,  t h e 
Chairman of Lagos 
Island East Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
M u i b i  A l a d e 
F o l a w i y o , 
represented by the 
V ice-Chai rman, 
M r s .  B a l o g u n 
M o n s u r a t 
O l u w a t o s i n , 
r e a f  r m e d  t h e 
Area's support for 
t h e  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
initiative.

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e 
Chairman of Lagos 
Island West Local 
Government, Hon. 
T a i w o  A j i b a d e 
O y e k a n , 
represented by the 
V ice-Chai rman, 
Hon. I ssa Arulai 
Olatunj i  Folami, 

commended the 
M i n i s t r y  f o r 
e d u c a t i n g  t h e 
p u b l i c  o n 
opportunit ies for 
offenders to rebuild 
their lives.

The sens i t i sat ion 
p r o g r a m m e 
recorded st rong 
participation across 
b o t h  L o c a l 
Government Areas, 
w i t h  o v e r  4 0 0 
participants drawn 
from Lagos Island 
West and  Lagos 
I s l a n d  E a s t . 
At tendees  were 
m a i n l y  m a r k e t 
leaders and elderly 
members  of  the 
community.

T h e  m e d i c a l 
o u t r e a c h  a l s o 
r e c o r d e d 
signicant impact, 
w i t h  5 0 
beneciaries each 
from Lagos Island 
West  and Lagos 
Is land East. Free 
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s 
provided included 
malar ia  tes t ing , 
b l o o d  p r e s s u r e 
c h e c k s ,  b l o o d 
s u g a r  t e s t s , 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 
medications, and 
health education 
for participants.

Furthermore, the 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
Community Service 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation to all 
s t a k e h o l d e r s , 
inc lud ing Lagos 
I s l a n d  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
ofcials, medical 
personnel, security 
agencies, partner 
organisations, and 
c o m m u n i t y 
members, for their 
collaboration and 
support.

… Aims To Deepen Public Understanding of Community Service Provisions Under the ACJL
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across the state.

Benson-Awoyinka 

also applauded 

M a l t i n a ,  t h e 

 a g s h i p  b r a n d 

s p o n s o r i n g  t h i s 

year's activation, 

for demonstrating 

e x e m p l a r y 

corporate social 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

through its long-

s t a n d i n g 

partnership with 

Lagos State. She 

emphasised the 
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T
he Lagos State 

Commissioner 

fo r  Tou r i sm, 

Arts and Culture, 

Mrs. Toke Benson-

A w o y i n k a  h a s 

ofcially unveiled 

the 2025 edition of 

the Light Up Lagos 

F e s t i v e 

I l luminat ion, an 

initiative designed 

to beaut i fy  the 

state and stimulate 

tourism activities 

during the Yuletide 

season.

The Light Up Lagos 

for the Yuletide 

s e a s o n ,  a n 

i n i t i a t i v e  o f 

Nigerian Breweries 

Plc, took place on 

S u n d a y  a t  t h e 

C h i e f  O b a f e m i 

A w o l o w o 

M o n u m e n t , 

O b a f e m i 

A w o l o w o  W a y , 

Ikeja.

The Commissioner, 

w h o  w a s 

represented by a 

Deputy Director in 

the Ministry, Mrs. 

Olajumoke James 

c o m m e n d e d 

Nigerian Breweries 

P l c  f o r 

champion ing a 

project that blends 

aesthetics, culture, 

c o m m u n i t y 

b o n d i n g ,  a n d 

economic value.

I n  h e r  k e y n o t e 

a d d r e s s ,  t h e 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

L ight  Up Lagos 

in i t ia t i ve  as  “a 

s i g n i  c a n t 

contribution to the 

c r e a t i v e  a n d 

Tourism Commissioner Unveils
 2025 “Light Up Lagos”

t o u r i s m 

l a n d s c a p e  o f 

L a g o s  S t a t e , ” 

n o t i n g  t h a t  i t 

a l igns with the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

T .H.E.M.E.S Plus 

A g e n d a  t o 

promote tourism, 

enhance social 

cohes ion ,  and 

position Lagos as 

a global centre for 

c u l t u r e , 

enter ta inment , 

and innovation.

According to her, 

the illumination of 

t h e  C h i e f 

O b a f e m i 

A w o l o w o 

Monument and 

t h e  e n t i r e 

O b a f e m i 

Awolowo Way is 

not only visually 

appea l ing  but 

also symbolises 

unity, shared joy, 

and the vibrant 

spirit of the Lagos 

community.

S h e  e x p r e s s e d 

delight that the 

p r o j e c t 

i n c o r p o r a t e s 

c o m m u n i t y 

e n g a g e m e n t 

activities such as 

l i v e 

pe r fo rmances , 

c r e a t i v e 

showcases, and 

y o u t h - c e n t r e d 

a r t i s t i c 

e x p r e s s i o n s . 

These, she said, 

would stimulate 

local commerce, 

p r o v i d e  s a f e 

entertainment for 

f a m i l i e s ,  a n d 

deepen cultural 

a p p r e c i a t i o n 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

s u s t a i n e d 

p u b l i c – p r i v a t e 

collaborations in 

e x p a n d i n g  t h e 

S t a t e ' s  t o u r i s m 

economy.

R e a f  r m i n g  t h e 

State Government's 

u n w a v e r i n g 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

supporting tourism, 

arts, and culture, 

the Commissioner 

noted that Lagos 

c o n t i n u e s  t o 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y 

c r e a t e 

experiences that 

att ract v is i tors , 

e n c o u r a g e 

investment, and 

r e i n f o r c e  i t s 

s t a n d i n g  a s  a 

w o r l d - c l a s s 

destination.

S h e  u r g e d 

residents to enjoy 

t h e  f e s t i v e 

c e l e b r a t i o n s 

responsibly and 

participate fully in 

t h e  v a r i o u s 

activities lined up 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

season.

On behalf of the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government, the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
apprec iat ion  to 
Nigerian Breweries 
Plc for its continuous 
s u p p o r t  i n 
e n h a n c i n g  t h e 
a e s t h e t i c s  a n d 
cultural vibrancy of 
the State during the 
festive season.
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meeting, which 
has the blessing of 
Mr Governor, will 
be convened with 
t h e  P S P  w a s t e 
operators in the 
coming week so 
that the plan can 
be concretised.

He said that in 
recent times, there 
h a v e  b e e n 
e n g a g e m e n t s 
between Lagos 
W a s t e 
M a n a g e m e n t 
A u t h o r i t y 
(LAWMA) and PSP 
operators toward 
sustainable waste 
p r o c e s s i n g , 
modernised landll 
management and 
structured waste 
c a r t i n g  a n d 
disposal systems.

Also speaking on 
f e a r s  f o r  t h e 
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T
he Lagos State 
Government, 
o v e r  t h e 

weekend, stated 
that it is embracing 
strategic initiatives 
to address waste 
d i s p o s a l  a n d 
w a s t e 
management.

Speaking with the 
media after a tour 
of the two major 
d u m p s i t e s  a t 
O l u s o s u n  a n d 
S o l u o s  3 ,  t h e 
Commissioner for 
the Environment 
a n d  W a t e r 
R e s o u r c e s ,  M r 
Tokunbo Wahab, 
s a i d  t h e  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t 
remains resolute in 
its determination 
to  bequeath  a 
sustainable and 
f u n c t i o n a l 
env i ronment to 
Lagosians.

Wahab said that 
within the next 18 
months, the state 
will decommission 
O l u s o s u n  a n d 
Solous 3 landlls, 
transitioning them 
i n t o  m o d e r n 
Transfer Loading 
S t a t i o n s  w h e r e 
w a s t e  w i l l  b e 
s o r t e d , 
compacted and 
r e d i r e c t e d  t o 
recycled useful 
resources.

"The Governor has 
led State Executive 
C o u n c i l  t o 
d e l i b e r a t e  o n 
waste issues; at 
every point of the 
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e 
issue of the state of 
Olusosun and Solus 
3   a l w a y s 

Waste Management: Lagos To 
Embrace Strategic Environmental 
Initiatives 

healthy well-being 
o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e 
land l l s ,  Wahab 
s a i d  e v e r y o n e 
s h o u l d   r s t  b e 
concerned about 
t h e  s e c u r i t y 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f 
some of the faces in 
the landll. 

“We have to do the 
enumeration. Some 
of them don't have 
to be there in the 
rst place. Let us 
t a k e  s t o c k  a n d 
k n o w  w h o  i s 
supposed to be 
here, and lawma is 
a l r e a d y  t a k i n g 
a c t i o n  i n  t h a t 
respect. If you have 
no business being 
here,  leave th i s 
place. So it is after 
that, we can start 
l o o k i n g  a t  h o w 
people work in the 

landlls. How do 
you kit yourself to 
b e  h e r e ? ”  h e 
explained.

Wahab recalled 
that earlier in the 
y e a r ,  t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t 
s igned mult iple 
Memoranda of 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
( M O U )  w i t h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p a r t n e r s  t o 
develop waste-to-
resource initiatives 
that wil l  ensure 
t h a t  L a g o s 
v e n t u r e s  i n t o 
waste recovery, 
r e c y c l i n g  a n d 
e n e r g y 
generation.

He said the state is 
g r a d u a l l y 
migrating from a 
linear “collect and 
d u m p ”  w a s t e 
s y s t e m  t o  a 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
circular economy, 
a s  t h e s e 
Memoranda of 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
(MOU) will focus 
o n  w a s t e  t o 
w e a l t h , 
g e n e r a t i n g 
c o m p o s t , 
c o n v e r t i n g 
c o m b u s t i b l e 
waste to power, 
as well as waste to 
energy.

" W e  h a v e 
designated and 
allocated space 
for our partners for 
the conversion of 
Waste to Wealth 
project, and part 
of the deal is once 
they start  thei r 
operations and 
set up a Material 
Recovery Facility 
(MRF), they wil l 

start the process of 
decommissioning 
and capping of the 
landll sites, " he 
said.

He stressed that 
everyone must see 
w a s t e  a s  a 
resource for wealth 
and energy, saying 
that in doing so, the 
quantum of waste 
that ends up in the 
landl l  s i tes  wi l l 
b e c o m e  v e r y 
m i n i m a l ,  w h i l s t 
w a s t e  w i l l  b e 
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o 
o t h e r  u s e f u l 
resources.

H e  t h e r e a f t e r 
assured that the 
State Government 
was resolute in its 
determination to 
give Lagosians a 
sustainable and 
f u n c t i o n a l 
environment which 
t h e y  w o u l d  b e 
proud of.

A c c o m p a n y i n g 
the Commissioner 
on the inspection 
t o u r  w e r e  t h e 
Special Adviser on 
Environment, Engr. 
Olakunle Rotimi-
A k o d u ,  t h e 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ofce of 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
S e r v i c e s ,  G a j i 
O m o b o l a j i ,  
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ofce of 
Drainage Services, 
Engr. Mahamood 
A d e g b i t e , 
Managing Director 
o f  L A W M A ,  D r 
M u y i w a 
Gbadegeshin, as 
w e l l  a s  o t h e r 
Directors from the 
M in i s t r y  and i t s 
Agencies.

e m e r g e d ;  i t  i s 
appropriate for us 
as Ministry to take 
o n  t h e  s p o t 
assessments  of 
these landlls and 
dump sites and 
w e  h a v e  a l s o 
opened up new 
Landl l  s i tes at 
Badagry, Ikorodu, 
and Epe" he said.

He stated that 
discussions have 
commenced on 
w a y s  t o 
incent iv i se PSP 
waste managers 
to also take refuse 
to other areas that 
t h e  s t a t e  h a s 
o p e n e d  u p  a t 
Ikorodu, Badagry 
and Epe, which 
are located in 
a r e a s  f a r t h e r 
down.

He added that a 

… As Environment Commissioner Leads State Officials On Tour Of Major Dumpsites
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t i e d  c l o s e l y  t o 

hopes of steady oil 

r e c e i p t s  a n d 

improved foreign-

exchange inows.

Yet the optimism 

c o m e s  w i t h 

c a u t i o n . 

G o v e r n m e n t 

documents show 

t h a t  a c t u a l  o i l 

o u t p u t  i s  o n l y 

e x p e c t e d  t o 

average 1.84 million 

bpd, well below the 

new target—even 

as recent NBS data 

reveals production 

hovering around 

1.64 million bpd in 

Q 3  2 0 2 5 .  T h i s 

w i d e n i n g  g a p , 

analysts say, signals 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025BUSINESS NEWS

N
igeria has 

unvei led 

the 2026 

scal blueprint that 

places crude oil at 

the very heart of its 

revenue hopes, 

despite widening 

g a p s  b e t w e e n 

production targets 

and on-ground 

realities.

According to the 

newly approved 

scal framework, 

t h e  F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t  i s 

projecting crude 

o u t p u t  a t  2 . 0 6 

million barrels per 

day (bpd), setting 

a benchmark oil 

price of $64–$65 

FG Sets 2026 Budget Targets: 2.06m 
bpd, $64 Oil, N1,512/$1

per barrel,  and 

a d o p t i n g  a n 

exchange rate of 

�1,512 to $1 as the 

a n c h o r  f o r  i t s 

 n a n c i a l 

calculations.

The spending plan 

outlines a hefty 

� 5 4 . 5  t r i l l i o n 

e x p e n d i t u r e 

pro le ,  agains t 

r e v e n u e 

expectations of 

� 3 4 . 3 3  t r i l l i o n , 

l e a v i n g  a 

formidable �20.1 

t r i l l i o n 

decit—roughly 

3 . 6 %  o f  G D P . 

Economic growth 

for 2026 is forecast 

at 4.68%, a gure 

how f rag i le  the 

scal assumptions 

truly are.

Beyond oil, broader 

macroeconomic 

s i g n a l s  r e m a i n 

uneven. While the 

e c o n o m y 

expanded 3.98% in 

Q3 2025—driven 

largely by services, 

t r a d e ,  a n d 

agriculture—growt

h  h a s  s l o w e d 

c o m p a r e d  t o 

ear l ier  quarters . 

And with insecurity, 

pipeline vandalism, 

and crude theft still 

h a u n t i n g  t h e 

upstream sector, 

the 2.06 million bpd 

t a r g e t  a p p e a r s 

more aspirational 

than guaranteed.

Fiscal experts warn 

t h a t  a  s i n g l e 

shock—whether 

f rom global oi l -

p r ice  vo lat i l i t y , 

d o m e s t i c 

p r o d u c t i o n 

s e t b a c k s ,  o r 

c u r r e n c y 

pressure—could 

derail the entire 

r e v e n u e 

framework. With 

crude responsible 

f o r  t h e  b u l k  o f 

Niger ia's  export 

earnings and forex 

liquidity, even slight 

disruptions could 

amplify budgetary 

strain.

In essence, the 2026 

blueprint reads like 

a  h i g h - s t a k e s 

wager: one that 

leans heavily on oil 

to drive revenue 

while navigating a 

volat i le external 

environment and 

persistent structural 

c o n s t r a i n t s  a t 

home. For Africa's 

largest economy, 

the coming year will 

test whether this 

g a m b l e  p a y s 

o f f — o r  e x p o s e s 

d e e p e r 

v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s 

bu r ied  beneath 

o p t i m i s t i c 

projections.

Atume Terfa
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T
h e  C e n t r a l 
B a n k  o f 
Nigeria's new 

cash-withdrawal 
f r a m e w o r k , 
capping weekly 
w i t h d r a w a l s  a t 
� 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r 
individuals and �5 
m i l l i o n  f o r 
corporates, has 
triggered a wave 
of mixed reactions 
a c r o s s  t h e 
nancial sector, 
m a r k e t s ,  a n d 
b u s i n e s s 
c o m m u n i t y ,  a s 
Nigerians begin to 
weigh its impact 
a h e a d  o f  t h e 
January 1, 2026, 
rollout.

Banks  say  they 
understand the 
policy's intent but 
w a r n  t h a t 
implementat ion 
will require massive 
c u s t o m e r 
education. Several 
commercial-bank 
executives note 
that many high-
c a s h - u s a g e 
c u s t o m e r s , 

CBN Sets New Weekly Withdrawal: 
N500,000 for Individuals, N5m for Firms

Atume Terfa p a r t i c u l a r l y 
traders and small 
manufacturers, 
still rely heavily on 
p h y s i c a l 
transactions due 
to infrastructural 
gaps and trust 
i s s u e s  w i t h 
e l e c t r o n i c 
channels. 

One senior ofcial 
at a tier-one bank 
said the industry 
expects “short-
t e r m  f r i c t i o n , ” 
especially among 
cash-dependent 
sectors, but hopes 
the removal of 
deposit limits will 
encourage more 
formal banking 
a c t i v i t y  a n d 
reduce the risks 
associated with 
m o v i n g  l a r g e 
s u m s .  P O S 
o p e r a t o r s , 
h o w e v e r ,  f e a r 
their businesses 
may shrink as the 
new policy limits 
both how much 
p e o p l e  c a n 
w i t h d r a w  a n d 
how much they 
can circulate.

Across markets in 
Lagos, Kano and 
Onitsha,  t raders 
e x p r e s s e d 
f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d 
uncertainty. Many 
wholesalers, who 
r o u t i n e l y  m o v e 
millions of naira in 
cash to  res tock 
goods, say the new 
th resho ld  cou ld 
d i s r u p t  s u p p l y 
chains, especially in 
m a r k e t s  w h e r e 
electronic transfers 
are slow, unreliable, 
or impossible due to 
p o o r  n e t w o r k 
coverage. Some 
retailers worry that 
the caps may force 
t h e m  t o  b r e a k 
transactions into 
s m a l l e r 
tranches—causing 
d e l a y s ,  f a i l e d 
payments, and lost 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Others, however, 
s e e  p o t e n t i a l 
benets, arguing 
that fewer cash-
heavy operations 
could reduce theft 
and the danger of 
transporting large 
amounts of money.

Analysts are split on 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m 
c o n s e q u e n c e s . 
Several economic 
a n d   n a n c i a l -
c r i m e  e x p e r t s 
c o m m e n d  t h e 
CBN's attempt to 
c u r b  m o n e y 
laundering, illegal 
cash movements, 
ransom- re la ted 
transactions, and 
the high cost of 
m a n a g i n g 
physical currency. 
They argue that 
N i g e r i a ' s  c a s h -
d o m i n a n t 
economy makes it 
easy for illicit ows 
to bypass scrutiny. 
B y  r a i s i n g 
w i t h d r a w a l 
c h a r g e s  t o  3 
p e r c e n t  f o r 
individuals and 5 
p e r c e n t  f o r 
corporates,  the 
CBN is signaling a 
push toward digital 
payments, greater 
traceability, and 
i m p r o v e d 
c o m p l i a n c e 
among businesses.

But other analysts 

warn that the new 

limits—coming at a 

time of economic 

strain, high ination, 

a n d  f r a g i l e 

c o n s u m e r 

condence—may 

s l o w  d o w n 

l e g i t i m a t e 

c o m m e r c e  a n d 

compress liquidity in 

the informal sector, 

which accounts for 

more than half of 

Nigeria's economic 

activity. The fear, 

they say, is  that 

b u s i n e s s e s 

operating outside 

t h e  d i g i t a l 

e c o s y s t e m  m a y 

struggle the most, 

c reat ing fu r ther 

inequality between 

large corporations 

w i t h  d i g i t a l 

infrastructure and 

smaller traders with 

limited access.

F o r  o r d i n a r y 

N i g e r i a n s ,  t h e 

policy is expected 

to reshape daily 

transactions. While 

urban residents with 

access to banks, 

 n t e c h s ,  a n d 

rel iable internet 

may adapt quickly, 

rural communities 

and low-income 

earners who rely 

heavi ly on cash 

c o u l d   n d 

t h e m s e l v e s 

navigating longer 

queues ,  s t r ic te r 

withdrawal vetting, 

a n d  i n c r e a s e d 

dependence on 

P O S 

operators—many 

of whom may raise 

s e r v i c e  f e e s  t o 

cushion expected 

losses.

As the January 2026 

imp lementat ion 

date approaches, 

one thing is clear: 

t h e  n e w  c a s h -

withdrawal regime 

marks a decisive 

push by the CBN to 

reduce Nigeria's 

r e l i a n c e  o n 

p h y s i c a l  c a s h . 

Whether it ushers in 

a  more  secu re , 

t r a n s p a r e n t 

nancial system or 

fuels new layers of 

h a r d s h i p  w i l l 

depend largely on 

how quickly the 

country's digital-

p a y m e n t 

infrastructure can 

catch up with the 

policy's ambitions.

P.15



S o  f a r ,  t h e  b e t 

a p p e a r s  t o  b e 

paying off. Recent 

 g u r e s  s h o w 

Nigeria has already 

raked in more than 

�600 billion in VAT 

from global digital 

service providers 

newly brought into 

the tax net. For a 

country seeking to 

diversify income 

a w a y  f r o m  o i l , 

analysts say this is a 

sign that digital-

age taxation could 

become a major 

scal pillar.

Tax experts hail the 

r e f o r m s  a s  a 

w a t e r s h e d 

m o m e n t  —  a 

t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m 

a n a l o g u e  t a x 

c o l l e c t i o n  t o 

“ d i g i t a l 

scalisation.” By 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025BUSINESS

N
i g e r i a  i s 

making a 

bold pivot 

into the d ig i ta l 

future, rolling out 

far-reaching tax 

reforms that place 

e l e c t r o n i c 

payments at the 

centre of national 

revenue strategy. 

The government 

h a s  e x p a n d e d 

Value Added Tax 

(VAT )  to  cover 

virtually all digital 

t ransact ions  — 

from software-as-

a - s e r v i c e 

subscriptions and 

online services to 

cross-border tech 

p l a t f o r m s  l i k e 

Facebook, Netix, 

a n d  A m a z o n , 

marking one of the 

most aggressive 

Nigeria Targets Higher Revenue 
with Digital Payments VAT

digital-taxation 

drives in Africa.

U n d e r  t h e 

u p d a t e d 

framework, both 

local and foreign 

s u p p l i e r s  m u s t 

issue e-invoices, 

register for VAT, 

and submit near-

r e a l - t i m e 

transaction data 

to  the Federa l 

Inland Revenue 

Service (FIRS). It's a 

shift designed to 

close loopholes, 

c a p t u r e  t a x 

r e v e n u e 

previously slipping 

t h r o u g h  t h e 

cracks, and bring 

N i g e r i a ' s  f a s t -

expanding digital 

economy rmly 

under regulatory 

oversight.

extending VAT to 

digital commerce, 

s t reaming,  SaaS 

t o o l s ,  c l o u d 

services,  and e-

payments, Nigeria is 

widening i t s  tax 

base and pulling 

more activity out of 

the shadows of the 

informal economy. 

Revenue agencies 

a r g u e  t h a t  t h e 

system improves 

c o m p l i a n c e , 

reduces fraud, and 

e n s u r e s 

multinational tech 

giants contribute 

fairly to the markets 

they prot from.

But the reforms are 

also stirring anxiety. 

M a n y  s m a l l 

businesses, market 

t r a d e r s ,  a n d 

ntech-heavy users 

warn that piling 

VAT onto existing 

bank charges and 

transaction fees 

c o u l d  r a i s e 

operating costs 

a n d  d a m p e n 

c o n s u m e r 

s p e n d i n g .  F o r 

m e r c h a n t s 

already battling 

thin margins, the 

added levy on 

digital transfers 

c o u l d  b e  o n e 

more obstacle in a 

tough economic 

c l i m a t e .  S o m e 

fear that over-

t a x i n g  d i g i t a l 

transactions could 

s l o w  t h e  v e r y 

a d o p t i o n  t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s 

depending on.

D e s p i t e  t h e 

c o n c e r n s , 

N i g e r i a ' s  s h i f t 

toward a cash-light 

e c o n o m y 

c o n t i n u e s  t o 

accelerate. Fresh 

data shows digital 

payments surging 

nationwide, with 

c a s h - b a s e d 

t r a n s a c t i o n s 

p r o j e c t e d  t o 

decline sharply in 

the years ahead. 

F o r  t h e 

government, that 

m o m e n t u m 

reinforces its belief 

that digital taxation 

is not just practical 

— it's inevitable.

Ultimately, Nigeria's 

digital-VAT drive is 

a  h i g h - s t a k e s 

e x p e r i m e n t .  I f 

i m p l e m e n t e d 

smoothly, it could 

modernise public 

 n a n c e ,  b o o s t 

transparency, and 

provide a stable 

revenue stream for 

years to come. If 

mi smanaged,  i t 

r i s k s  b u r d e n i n g 

c i t i z e n s  a n d 

businesses already 

navigating rising 

costs. The outcome 

will depend on how 

quickly the country 

can  s t rengthen 

d i g i t a l 

infrastructure and 

strike the balance 

b e t w e e n 

i n n o v a t i o n , 

convenience, and 

fair taxation.

Atume Terfa
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w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g 

T
h e  I k e j a 

L e a g u e  o f 

I m a m s 

gathered recently 

at Ikeja House for 

the monthly prayer 

session dedicated 

to seeking God's 

g u i d a n c e , 

protection, and 

b l e s s i n g s  f o r 

N i g e r i a ,  L a g o s 

S t a t e ,  a n d  t h e 

Ikeja community. 

The session, which 

h a s  b e c o m e  a 

consistent tradition 

since the start of 

t h e  c u r r e n t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

reects the deep 

commitment to 

grounding local 

g o v e r n a n c e  i n 

f a i t h  a n d 

collective spiritual 

responsibility.

During the prayer 

m e e t i n g ,  t h e 

I m a m s  o f f e r e d 

supplications for 

Faith Leaders Unite in Ikeja to Pray for Leaders
Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye

P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 

A h m e d  T i n u b u 

GCFR, Governor 

Babajide Olusola 

S a n w o  O l u , 

S e n a t o r  I d i a t 

Oluranti Adebule, 

Rt .  Hon.  James 

Abiodun Faleke, 

Hon. Seyi Lawal, 

Hon. Adedamola 

Richard Kasunmu, 

t h e  E x e c u t i v e 

Chairman of Ikeja 

L o c a l 

Government, the 

Vice Chairman, 

c o u n c i l l o r s , 

m a n a g e m e n t , 

staff, and residents 

o f  t h e  c o u n c i l 

area. The prayers 

focused on divine 

w i s d o m  f o r 

leaders, protection 

f o r  f a m i l i e s , 

progress for the 

community, and 

prosperity for the 

nation.

Speaking at the 

s e s s i o n ,  t h e 

E x e c u t i v e 

Chairman, Hon. 

Akinpelu Ibrahim 

J o h n s o n , 

e x p r e s s e d 

h e a r t f e l t 

appreciation to 

the Imams for their 

c o n t i n u o u s 

spiritual support. 

He noted that the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

values their role in 

fos ter ing un i ty , 

peace, and moral 

guidance, adding 

t h a t  t h e i r 

p r e s e n c e  a n d 

prayers serve as a 

source of strength 

and direction.

The Imams, in their 

goodwill remarks, 

commended the 

administration for 

its inclusive and 

people-centred 

approach. They 

of fered fur ther 

prayers for  the 

s u c c e s s  o f 

o n g o i n g 

programmes and 

for the wellbeing of 

all Ikeja residents.

T h e  s e s s i o n 
concluded wi th 
renewed hope and 
a  s h a r e d 
commi tment  to 
b u i l d i n g  a 
peaceful, united, 
and prosperous 
Ikeja,  with fa i th 
leaders continuing 
to play a central 
role in guiding the 
s p i r i t u a l  a n d 
c o m m u n a l 
wellbeing of the 
area.

ASSEMBLY Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025

Obasa Urges Lawmaker On Positive 
Use Of Lagos Budget 
T

he Speaker of 
t h e  L a g o s 
State House of 

A s s e m b l y , 
MudashiruObasa, 
h a s  u r g e d 
l a w m a k e r s  t o 
ensure that the 
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu's 2026 
budget is used on 
t h e  n e e d s  a n d 
p r i o r i t i e s  o f 
res idents  in the 
state to achieve 

By Felix Kuyinu

m o r e 
developments in 
the area.
Obasa  to ld  the 
legislators to ensure 
p r o p e r 
understanding of 
the state's scal 
direction alongside 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
legislative oversight 
to meet with the 
aspirations of the 
r e a s o n s  o f  t h e 
populace.

The House leader 
made the call on 
d u r i n g  t h e 
A s s e m b l y ' s 
r e c e n t l y  h e l d 
three-day retreat 
on the 2026 Budget 
a n d  R e l a t e d 
Matters ,  s tat ing 
t h a t  G o v e r n o r 
S a n w o - O l u  h a s 
p r e s e n t e d  a 
budget rooted in 
shared prosperity 
which should be 

supported by the 
lawmakers.
He noted that the 
responsibility now 
l i e s  w i t h  t h e 
Assembly to add 
value by ensuring 
that the budget 
addresses  rea l 
challenges and 
aligns with citizen's 
aspirations.
"The budget must 
r e  e c t  t h e 
p e o p l e ' s 

p r i o r i t i e s , "  t h e 
Speaker stated.
"We are here to 
i d e n t i f y  t h e 
p r o b l e m s  a n d 
ensure solutions are 
properly funded. 
No matter how long 
you stay in ofce, 
you are still going 
back to the people. 
Give them a sense 
of belonging."
He encouraged 

c o m m i t t e e 
c h a i r m e n  a n d 
m e m b e r s  t o 
thoroughly study 
t h e i r  b u d g e t 
a l l o c a t i o n s ,  a s k 
critical questions, 
and under s tand 
that budgeting is 
largely a projection 
t h a t  m u s t  b e 
b a c k e d  b y 
accountability and 
performance.

IKEJA NEWS
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T
h e  n e w l y 

u p g r a d e d 

Lagos State 

Police Command 

Gender Unit was 

o f  c i a l l y 

c o m m i s s i o n e d 

and handed over 

today in  I ke ja , 

m a r k i n g  a 

s ignicant s tep 

f o r w a r d  i n  t h e 

state's efforts to 

combat domestic 

a n d  g e n d e r -

based violence. 

The in i t iat ive i s 

championed by 

the First Lady of 

Lagos State, Dr 

(Mrs) Claudiana 

Ib i joke Sanwo-

O l u ,  a n d  t h e 

upgraded facility 

is located beside 

Grange School on 

Harold Shodipo 

Crescent.

The  enhanced 

Gender Unit will 

provide stronger 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

support for victim 

p r o t e c t i o n , 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

s e r v i c e s ,  a n d 

access to justice. It 

reects the First 

L a d y ' s 

commitment to 

c o m p a s s i o n -

driven leadership 

and safeguarding 

vulnerable groups 

a c r o s s  L a g o s 

State.

The commissioning 

c e r e m o n y  w a s 

attended by key 

d i g n i t a r i e s , 

including the wife 

o f  t h e  D e p u t y 

G o v e r n o r ,  H e r 

Exce l lency Mrs 

Oluremi Hamzat; 

t h e  E x e c u t i v e 

C h a i r m e n  o f 

Ojodu LCDA and 

O n i g b o n g b o 

LCDA, Hon Segun 

Odumbaku and 

H o n  M o y o s o r e 

A d e b a n j o 

respectively; the 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

Commissioner of 

P o l i c e ,  C P 

O l o h u n d a r e 

Jimoh Moshood; 

the Lagos State 

Commissioner for 

Youth and Social 

D e v e l o p m e n t ; 

a n d  o t h e r 

p r o m i n e n t 

g o v e r n m e n t 

ofcials.

Speaking at the 

e v e n t ,  t h e 

Chairman of Ikeja 

L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

H o n .  A k i n p e l u 

Ibrahim Johnson, 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

adminis t rat ion's 

support for state-

led initiatives that 

e n h a n c e 

community safety 

and just ice.  He 

emphasized the 

c o u n c i l ' s 

commitment to 

w o r k i n g  w i t h 

s takeholders  to 

e n s u r e  I k e j a 

r e m a i n s  a 

peacefu l ,  safe, 

and progressive 

community for all 

residents.

Kehinde Adeleye

Ikeja LG Inaugurates Lagos 
Police Gender Unit 
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across key sectors 

o f  l o c a l 

governance. His 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

s t r e n g t h e n e d 

c o m m u n i t y 

security, improved 

a c c e s s  t o 

h e a l t h c a r e , 

u p g r a d e d 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

s u p p o r t e d 

e d u c a t i o n , 

empowered youth 
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H
o n . 

H a m m e d 

I d o w u  D . 

T i j a n i ,  H I D ,  h a s 

b e e n  n a m e d 

Ojokoro LCDA Man 

o f  t h e  Y e a r , 

s o l i d i f y i n g  h i s 

reputation as one 

of Lagos State's 

m o s t  i m p a c t f u l 

grassroots leaders. 

The award was 

Man of the Year: Tijani Celebrated 
for Outstanding Governance 

announced at the 

10th Edition of the 

A s i w a j u  L a g o s 

M e g a  Y o u t h 

Fest ival ,  where 

Hon. DunniOdaliki 

a c c e p t e d  t h e 

h o n o u r  o n  h i s 

behalf.
HID Tijani's tenure 

i s  m a r k e d  b y 

s i g n i  c a n t 

a c h i e v e m e n t s 

and traders, and 

p r o m o t e d  a 

c l e a n e r ,  m o r e 

o r g a n i s e d 

environment. Many 

of these initiatives 

remain visible and 

continue to benet 

res idents  across 

Ojokoro.
The Convener of 

the festival, Hon. 

Oyebola Olabisi BB, 

described HID Tijani 

a s  a  l e a d e r 

“ w h o s e  w o r k 

c o n t i n u e s  t o 

speak for him and 

g u i d e 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

w i t h i n  t h e 

community.” She 

emphasised that 

t h e  a w a r d 

recogn i ses  the 

t a n g i b l e  a n d 

lasting impact of 

his leadership on 

t h e  l i v e s  o f 

residents.
H I D  T i j a n i ' s 

recognition as Man 

o f  t h e  Y e a r 

underscores the 

value placed on his 

contributions and 

t h e  e n d u r i n g 

d i f f e r e n c e  h i s 

l e a d e r s h i p  h a s 

made in Ojokoro 

LCDA.

Kehinde Adeleye

Alimosho Youths Excited By Adire 
Training People 

ALIMOSHO NEWS

T
he Chairman 
o f  A l i m o s h o 
L o c a l 

Government, Hon. 
Akinpelu Ibrahim 
J o h n s o n ,  h a s 
strengthened his 
admin i s t rat ion ' s 

commitment  to 
y o u t h 
empowerment by 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
s u c c e s s f u l 
completion of a 
three-week Adire 
a t t i r e  m a k i n g 

training programme 
for 50 young people 
in the council.

The programme, 
organised by the 
N a t i o n a l  Y o u t h 
Council of Nigeria 
Alimosho Chapter, 

was fully funded 
b y  t h e  l o c a l 
government as 
p a r t  o f  t h e 
C h a i r m a n ' s 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
blueprint known 
a s  t h e  W I S E 
A g e n d a .  T h e 
training focused 
on helping young 
p e o p l e  g a i n 
practical skills that 
c a n  g e n e r a t e 
steady income, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
c r e a t i v e  a n d 
fashion related 
work.

Speaking at the 
g r a d u a t i o n 
ceremony held at 
t h e  A l i m o s h o 
L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Secretariat Hall, 
H o n  A k i n p e l u 
J o h n s o n 
a n n o u n c e d  a 
three million naira 
loan support fund 
f o r  t h e 
beneciaries. He 
stated that the 
fund would help 
the  new Ad i re 
m a k e r s  b u y 
p r o d u c t i o n 

mater ials ,  grow 
their craft,  and 
s t a r t  e a r n i n g 
m o n e y 
immediately.

He encouraged 
the graduates to 
form cooperatives 
s o  t h e y  c a n 
access the loan 
easily. In his words, 
“Join together in 
small groups and 
o p e r a t e  a s  a 
cooperative. The 
c o u n c i l  w i l l 
p r o v i d e  t h r e e 
million naira for the 
cooperative to use 
for materials and 
production. It is a 
revolving loan and 
you remain our 
pride.”

A major moment 
during the event 
w a s  t h e 
decoration of the 
E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman as the 
Grand Patron of 
the National Youth 
Council of Nigeria 
in Alimosho, while 
the Vice Chairman 
r e c e i v e d 
recognition as a 

Patron of the youth 
body.

Hon Akinpelu also 
m o t i v a t e d  t h e 
young designers to 
take advantage of 
t h e  g r o w i n g 
demand for Adire 
f a b r i c s  a c r o s s 
Nigeria. He urged 
them to focus on 
p r o d u c i n g  h i g h 
quality materials 
and to showcase 
t h e i r  w o r k  a t 
exhibitions, markets, 
social gatherings 
and other public 
p l a t f o r m s .  H e 
s h a r e d  h i s  o w n 
exper ience at a 
budget retreat in 
Abeokuta where 
the quality of Adire 
fabrics impressed 
him and conrmed 
t h e  e c o n o m i c 
potent ia l  of  the 
c r a f t  f o r  y o u n g 
entrepreneurs.

During the event, 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
displayed colourful 
A d i r e  p i e c e s 
created during the 
training. Their works 
showed mastery of 
d i f f e r e n t 
p r o d u c t i o n 
techniques learned 
over the three week 
period.

Kehinde Adeleye
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g o v e r n a n c e  a n d 

practical tools for 

strengthening local 

c o m m u n i t i e s . 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 

Chairman's directive, 

the t ra inees have 

returned with a clear, 

a c t i o n a b l e  p l a n 

designed to help drive 

sustainable growth 

across Alimosho.

D u r i n g  t h e i r 

p resentat ion ,  the 

y o u n g  l e a d e r s 

e x p r e s s e d  d e e p 

appreciation to the 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g NEWS

T
he Community 

L e a d e r s h i p 

Trainees have 

s u b m i t t e d  a 

c o m p l e t e 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

b l u e p r i n t  t o  t h e  

C h a i r m a n  o f 

A l i m o s h o  L o c a l 

Government,  Hon 

A k i n p e l u  I b r a h i m 

J o h n s o n .  T h e i r 

presentation aligns 

d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e 

C h a i r m a n ' s  W I S E 

Agenda and reects 

a new wave of youth 

Youth Leaders Present Bold Community 
Blueprint to Johnson

driven commitment 

t o  c o m m u n i t y 

progress.

In November, Hon 

Akinpelu Johnson 

sponsored twenty 

young people from 

A l i m o s h o  f o r  a 

s p e c i a l i s e d 

leadership training 

programme centred 

o n  c o m m u n i t y 

development. The 

t ra in ing exposed 

them to problem 

solving, teamwork, 

p a r t i c i p a t o r y 

C h a i r m a n  f o r 

believing in them and 

i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r 

p e r s o n a l 

development. They 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 

programme opened 

their  eyes to civ ic 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 

e x p a n d e d  t h e i r 

capacity to lead and 

gave them practical 

strategies for tackling 

real challenges within 

their communities.

T h e  C h a i r m a n 

a p p l a u d e d  t h e 

trainees for their hard 

work, discipline and 

quick delivery of a 

w e l l  p r e p a r e d 

document. He said, 

“ Y o u  r e a l l y 

impressed me. After 

g i v i n g  y o u  t h i s 

assignment, you did 

n o t  w a s t e  t i m e 

coming up with a 

properly developed 

blueprint. From what 

I  have seen, you 

i n v e s t e d  t i m e , 

e n e r g y  a n d 

dedication into it. This 

shows that the future 

of Alimosho is safe in 

the hands of young 

Kehinde Adeleye

people like you.”

He also assured them 

that he would study 

t h e  b l u e p r i n t 

carefully. “I will go 

t h r o u g h  t h i s 

document and invite 

you back for a full 

d i s c u s s i o n  o n 

e v e r y t h i n g  i t 

contains,” he said.

T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n 

marks an important 

step in positioning 

Alimosho youth as 

active contributors to 

g o v e r n a n c e , 

innovation and long 

t e r m  c o m m u n i t y 

development.

Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025

Education District VI Honours Outstanding
Teachers with Digital Tools

n a v ibrant  Icelebration of 
e x c e l l e n c e  

and dedication, 
t h e  T u t o r -
General/Perman
ent Secretary, 
Education District 
VI, Mrs. Mojisola 
Christiana Yusuff, 
r e c o g n i z e d  
o u t s t a n d i n g  
teachers across 
the district for 
their unwavering 
commitment to 
q u a l i t y  
education.
During the award 
ceremony, Mrs. 
Y u s u f f  
applauded the 
honorees for their 
e x c e p t i o n a l  
s e r v i c e  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e d  
them to remain 
steadfast in their 
p u r s u i t  o f  
a c a d e m i c  
excellence. She 
emphasized the 
importance of 
professionalism, 
diligence, and 
i n n o v a t i o n  i n  
s h a p i n g  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  
education.
As a token of 
appreciation, the 
award-winning 
teachers were 
presented with 
b r a n d - n e w  

tablets to support 
thei r  research 
e f f o r t s  a n d  
e n h a n c e  
teaching and 
learning in their 
classrooms.
In her closing 

r e m a r k s ,  M r s .  
Yusuff expressed 
sincere gratitude 
to the Governor 
of Lagos State, 
M r .  B a b a j i d e  
Olusola Sanwo-
O l u ,  f o r  h i s  

c o n t i n u e d  
inves tment  in  
education and 
for providing the 
digital tools that 
e m p o w e r  
t e a c h e r s  t o  
deliver impactful 

instruction and 
foster academic 
growth.
T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  
underscores the 
d i s t r i c t ' s  
commitment to 
r e c o g n i z i n g  

excellence and 
e q u i p p i n g  
educators with 
the resources  
they need to 
t h r i v e  i n  a  
dynamic learning 
environment.
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essential running 

c o s t s .  C a p i t a l 

E x p e n d i t u r e : 

�6,658,577,429.54 

(54%) earmarked 

for infrastructure 

r e n e w a l , 

e d u c a t i o n , 

h e a l t h c a r e 

d e l i v e r y ,  w a t e r 

supply expansion, 

agriculture, youth 

a n d  w o m e n 

e m p o w e r m e n t , 

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e , 

security, tourism 

promot ion,  and 

s p o r t s 

development.

Hunpe stipulated 

t h a t  t h e  2 0 2 6 

budget places top 

priority on human 

c a p i t a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

c o m m u n i t y 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e 

programmes, and 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th December  - Sunday 14th December 2025BADAGRY NEWS

T
he chairman 

o f  B a d a g r y 

L G ,  M r 

Babatunde Hunpe 

has sequenced 

the 2026 budget 

on critical sectors 

wh ich  inc ludes 

h u m a n  c a p i t a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

c o m m u n i t y 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , 

social welfare, and 

s t r a t e g i c 

investments as the 

main focus in the 

2026 budget he 

presented to the 

8th legislative arm.

Hunpe formal ly 

p r e s e n t e d  t h e 

2 0 2 6 

Appropriation Bill, 

titled “Budget of 

Inclusiveness and 

Development,” to 

the 8th Badagry 

Legislative Council 

d u r i n g  a 

Hunpe Prioritizes Critical Sectors In 
2026 Budget 

ceremony held at 

the Aholu C.D. 

Akran Legislative 

Chamber.

In  h i s  address , 

Hunpe thanked 

the councillors for 

their unwavering 

s u p p o r t  a n d 

emphasised that 

the budget was 

m e t i c u l o u s l y 

crafted to meet 

the yearnings and 

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f 

residents in every 

ward of the local 

government.

H e  u n v e i l e d  a 

t o t a l  b u d g e t 

o u t l a y  o f 

�12,340,060,441.4

2, broken down as 

follows, Recurrent 

E x p e n d i t u r e : 

�5 ,681 ,483 ,011 

(46%) to cover 

salaries, pensions, 

gratu i t ies ,  and 

s t r a t e g i c 

investments aimed 

a t  d r i v i n g 

economic growth 

and improving the 

overall wellbeing of 

Badagry residents. 

H e  c a l l e d  o n 

citizens to full their 

c i v i c  d u t i e s , 

particularly through 

prompt payment of 

taxes and levies, 

underscoring that 

c o l l e c t i v e 

responsibility is key 

to achieving the 

c o u n c i l ' s 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

goals.

Responding, the 

L e a d e r  o f  t h e 

House, Mr Bankole 

Maut in Asokere, 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

o c c a s i o n  a s 

historic, being the 

 r s t  b u d g e t 

p r e s e n t a t i o n 

before the newly 

inaugurated 8th 

L e g i s l a t i v e 

Counci l ,  which 

was proclaimed 

on 28 July 2025. He 

called the annual 

budget exercise a 

s a c r e d 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c o v e n a n t 

b e t w e e n  t h e 

government and 

t h e  p e o p l e , 

insisting that any 

credible budget 

must genuinely 

reect the needs 

of the populace.

A s o k e r e 

r e a f  r m e d  t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e ' s 

commitment to its 

core mandates of 

l a w m a k i n g , 

representat ion, 

budget scrutiny 

a n d  a p p r o v a l , 

o v e r s i g h t 

f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d 

con rmat ion  o f 

e x e c u t i v e 

appo in tees .  He 

p l e d g e d 

h a r m o n i o u s 

collaboration with 

the executive arm 

f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l 

p r o g r e s s  o f 

B a d a g r y  L o c a l 

Government.

W h i l e 

commending the 

p r o p o s a l ,  h e 

h igh l ighted the 

need to explore 

untapped revenue 

sources, strengthen 

i n t e r n a l l y 

g e n e r a t e d 

r e v e n u e  ( I G R ) , 

e n s u r e  p r o p e r 

m o n i t o r i n g  o f 

col lections, and 

rely on accurate 

data for realistic 

p ro ject ions .  He 

urged res idents 

and stakeholders 

to promptly settle 

t h e i r  r a t e s  a n d 

levies to enable 

effective service 

delivery.

A s s u r i n g  t h e 

Chairman of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e ' s 

support, Asokere 

p r o m i s e d 

expedit ious and 

t h o r o u g h 

consideration of 

the Appropriation 

B i l l ,  w h i l e 

maintaining loyalty 

t o  t h e 

administration and 

u p h o l d i n g  t h e 

p r i n c i p l e s  o f 

transparency and 

good governance.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Roundabout.

Joined by the Vice 

C h a i r m a n ,  M r . 

Akeem Adeyemi, 

and environmental 

health ofcers, the 

C h a i r m a n 

addressed traders, 

o k a d a  r i d e r s , 

commercial  bus 
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C
h a i r m a n 

o f 

B a d a g r y 

LG, Mr Babatunde 

Hunpe has tasked 

r e s i d e n t s  a n d 

market traders to 

imbibe hea l thy 

env i ronment  in 

order to prevent 

d i s e a s e s  a n d 

Hunpe Enforces Healthy Environment 
With Advocacy Drive 

promote good 

hygiene.

H u n p e  h a s 

l a u n c h e d  t h e 

c o m m u n i t y 

advocacy phase 

o f  t h e  K e e p 

Badagry Clean 

Initiative at the 

B a d a g r y 

drivers, and other 

stakeholders to rally 

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e 

campaign.

According to the 

council boss, the 

K e e p  B a d a g r y 

Clean Initiative is 

designed to end 

open defecation, 

s t o p 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 

refuse dumping, 

a n d  p r o m o t e 

p r o p e r  w a s t e 

m a n a g e m e n t 

practices at the 

grassroots level.

“This is more than 

just keeping our 

s u r r o u n d i n g s 

c l e a n .  A  c l e a n 

environment is the 

b e d r o c k  o f  a 

p r o s p e r o u s 

community. When 

our markets and 

streets are tidy and 

healthy, businesses 

thrive, customers 

feel comfortable, 

a n d  e v e r y o n e 

b e n e  t s .  G o o d 

hygiene prevents 

diseases, increases 

productivity, and 

i m p r o v e s  o u r 

quality of life.  

“I  cal l  on every 

resident, trader, 

transporter, and 

visitor let us own this 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

together. Let us 

make Badagry a 

clean, vibrant, and 

welcoming place 

for ourselves and 

for generations to 

come.”

T h e  a d v o c a c y 

c a m p a i g n 

underscores the 

admin i s t rat ion ' s 

determination to 

create healthier 

l iving conditions 

and a sustainable 

e n v i r o n m e n t 

across all wards in 

Badagry.

B y  p r o m o t i n g 

responsible waste 

d i s p o s a l  a n d 

d i s c o u r a g i n g 

harmful practices, 

the initiative will 

help protect water 

sources, prevent 

 o o d i n g  f r o m 

c l o g g e d 

drainages, reduce 

disease outbreaks, 

and signicantly 

e n h a n c e  t h e 

overall well-being 

of residents.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Several colleagues 

from across Lagos' 

LCDAs and local 

governments also 

a t t e n d e d  t h e 

g r a n d   n a l e , 

reecting a unity of 

purpose beyond 

j u s t  c u l t u r a l 

c e l e b r a t i o n . 

A m o n g  t h o s e 

a c k n o w l e d g e d 

were:

● Hon. Lateef 

A s h i m i

● Hon. Moyo 

Adebanjo — 

Cha i rman, 

S o m o l u 

L C D A

● P r i n c e 

A d e d a y o 

Abdulateef 

Ladega — 

Cha i rman, 
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T
h e  2 0 2 5 

Igbogbo Day 

c e l e b r a t i o n , 

under the theme 

“ I g b o g b o :  T h e 

S h i n i n g  G l o r y , ” 

c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a 

grand nale marked 

by unity, cultural 

pride, and robust 

c o m m u n i t y 

participation. As the 

festivities drew to a 

close, the Chairman 

credited the success 

to collective effort, 

so l idar i ty ,  and a 

shared commitment 

to progress.

At the heart of the 

C h a i r m a n ' s 

commendation was 

O b a  S e m i u d e e n 

Orimadegun Kasali 

— the Adeboruwa 

o f  I g b o g b o 

Kingdom — whose 

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 

hospitality anchored 

the celebrations. 

The chairman said 

the monarch's wise 

guidance continues 

to provide a stable 

foundation for both 

cultural revival and 

c o m m u n i t y 

development.

He also extended 

special thanks to the 

e n t i r e  p l a n n i n g 

committee, market 

men and women, 

t r a n s p o r t e r s , 

a r t i s a n s ,  C D C 

executives, Christian 

a n d  M u s l i m 

associations, youth 

organisations and 

every stakeholder 

whose dedication 

m a d e  t h e 

celebrat ion both 

mean ingfu l  and 

memorable. Their 

coordinated efforts, 

h e  s a i d , 

t rans formed the 

festival from a mere 

e v e n t  i n t o  a 

powerful statement 

o f  c o m m u n i t y 

identity and shared 

values.

Honours went to the 

distinguished royal 

f a t h e r s  w h o s e 

presence lent royal 

g r a v i t a s  t o  t h e 

f e s t i v i t i e s .  T h e 

Chairman prayed 

for long, peaceful 

a n d  p r o s p e r o u s 

reigns for each — a 

w i s h  s h a r e d  b y 

m a n y  r e s i d e n t s 

eager for sustained 

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 

stability.

Onigbongbo 

L C D A

● Hon. Ameen 

Apanis i le — 

C h a i r m a n , 

Ikorodu Local 

Government

● H o n . 

M o t u n r a y o 

Gbadebo-Al

o g b a  — 

C h a i r m a n , 

Ikorodu North 

L C D A

● Hon. Benson 

S u n d a y 

A y o d e l e  — 

C h a i r m a n , 

I jede LCDA

● Hon. Ogidan 

A z e e z 

O w o l a b i  — 

C h a i r m a n , 

Imota LCDA

● E m i l a g b a 

K o l a w o l e 

J u b r i l  — 

C h a i r m a n , 

Coker/Agud

a  L C D A

● Also present 

w a s  t h e 

Chairman of 

L a g o s 

M a i n l a n d 

L o c a l 

Government.

Spec ia l  ment ion 

went to Hon. Akinola 

A d e k u n l e  A l a b i , 

M e m b e r  o f  t h e 

H o u s e  o f 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

(Egbeda Federal 

Constituency) and 

Chairman, House 

C o m m i t t e e  o n 

Works, who served 

as Chairman of this 

year's grand nale. 

His presence and 

s u p p o r t ,  t h e 

C h a i r m a n  s a i d , 

added honour and 

national signicance 

to the community 

celebration.

Also acknowledged 

were senior political 

gures: the Speaker 

of the Lagos State 

House of Assembly, 

Rt. Hon. Mudashiru 

O b a s a  — 

represented by Hon. 

N o h e e m  A d a m , 

Majority Leader; as 

well as Senators and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

i n c l u d i n g  S e n . 

Tokunbo Abiru, Rep. 

Babaj imi  Benson, 

a n d  H o n .  A r o 

Moshood Abiodun. 

Their solidarity and 

p r e s e n c e ,  t h e 

C h a i r m a n  s a i d , 

reect commitment 

t o  u n i t y  a n d 

g r a s s r o o t s 

development.

In his closing remarks, 

t h e  C h a i r m a n 

described Igbogbo 

Day 2025 as more 

than a festival — a 

c o n s c i o u s 

r e a f  r m a t i o n  o f 

i d e n t i t y ,  u n i t y , 

cultural pride and 

r e a d i n e s s  f o r 

progress. Under his 

administration, the 

people of Igbogbo 

can look forward to 

c o n t i n u e d 

i n v e s t m e n t  i n 

community welfare, 

development, and 

inclusive growth.

He p ledged that 

future celebrations 

w i l l  bu i ld  on  the 

successes of this year 

a n d  r e a f  r m e d 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

e n s u r i n g  t h a t 

Igbogbo remains a 

shining example of 

what unity, culture, 

and dedication can 

achieve.

Igbogbo Day 2025: Chairman 
Celebrates Unifying Spirit 
of Residents By Emmanuel Daniji
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recycling attempted 
to establish facilities 
within Lagos, LASEPA 
c a r r i e d  o u t 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impact assessments 
and  in spect ions , 
u l t i m a t e l y 
prevent ing these 
o p e r a t i o n s , ”  D r . 
Wahab explained. 
“Our zero-tolerance 
policy on hazardous 
waste processing, 
regular monitoring, 
and prosecution of 
offenders has spared 
Lagos residents from 
t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g 
consequences now 
being observed in 
neighboring states.”

Lagos' rm stance 
contrasts with the 
current situation in 
Ogun State, which 
has recently taken 
immediate steps to 
a d d r e s s 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
hazards in Ogi jo. 
Following viral video 
footage suggesting 
lead contamination, 
t h e  O g u n  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t 
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I
n a display of swift 
and coordinated 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

action, Lagos State 
h a s  o n c e  a g a i n 
demonstrated i ts 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
safeguarding public 
h e a l t h ,  w h i l e 
neighboring Ogun 
S t a t e  m o v e s 
decisively to address 
lead contamination 
c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e 
O g i j o  a r e a  o f 
S a g a m u  L o c a l 
Government.

The issue came into 
the spotlight when a 
concerned resident, 
us ing the Twit ter 
handle @Bello_AO, 
asked the Lagos 
State Commissioner 
for Environment, Dr. 
Tokunbo Wahab, 
why a factory in 
Ogijo continued to 
operate  desp i te 
a l l e g e d  l e a d 
poisoning risks, citing 
u n s a f e  b a t t e r y 
recycling, poor use 
o f  p e r s o n a l 
p r o t e c t i v e 

equipment (PPE), 
and the release of 
h a z a r d o u s 
chemicals into the 
environment.

Dr. Wahab claried 
that Ogijo is outside 
L a g o s  S t a t e , 
located in Ogun 
S t a t e ' s  S a g a m u 
Local Government 
Area, although it is a 
b o u n d a r y 
community roughly 
8–12 kilometers from 
I k o r o d u .  H e 
r e a s s u r e d  t h e 
public that Lagos 
res idents remain 
p r o t e c t e d , 
highlighting that the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency 
( L A S E P A )  h a d 
p r o a c t i v e l y 
b l o c k e d  a n y 
h a z a r d o u s 
operations within 
Lagos State.

“Several years ago, 
when operato r s 
involved in informal 
Used Lead-Ac id 
B a t t e r y  ( U L A B ) 

ordered a temporary 
suspension of lead 
ingot exports and 
shut  down seven 
U L A B  r e c y c l i n g 
facilities in the area.

The on-the-ground 
inspection was led by 
O g u n  S t a t e 
Commiss ioner  fo r 
Env i ronment ,  O la 
Oresanya, alongside 
e x p e r t s  f r o m  t h e 
M i n i s t r i e s  o f 
Env i ronment  and 
Health,  the Ogun 
State Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(OGEPA), and the 
N a t i o n a l 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
S t a n d a r d s  a n d 
R e g u l a t i o n s 
Enforcement Agency 
(NESREA).

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Oresanya assured 
residents that the 
state would conduct 
a comprehens ive 
Health and Process 
Audit of the affected 
facilities, including 
testing soil, air, water, 
a n d  h u m a n  l e a d 

levels. Findings from 
the investigation will 
be made public, 
a n d  t h e 
methodology of 
previous test results 
will be reviewed.

H o n .  B a b a j i m i 
Adegoke Benson, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
I ko rodu  Federa l 
Constituency in the 
H o u s e  o f 
Representat ives , 
weighed in on the 
m a t t e r , 
emphasiz ing the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
Lagos' proactive 
m e a s u r e s  i n 
p r o t e c t i n g 
r e s i d e n t s .  H e 
commended the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government under 
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu for its 
f o r e s i g h t  a n d 
vigi lance, noting 
t h a t  t h e  p r i o r 
shutdown of similar 
factories in Ikorodu 
f o r c e d  t h e 
o p e r a t o r s  t o 
relocate to Ogijo.

T h e  i n c i d e n t 

highlights a broader 
l e s s o n  i n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
governance: swift 
a c t i o n ,  r o b u s t 
enforcement, and 
proactive monitoring 
a r e  c r i t i c a l  i n 
preventing industrial 
h a z a r d s  f r o m 
t h r e a t e n i n g 
communities. Lagos 
State continues to set 
a benchmark, while 
O g u n ' s  d e c i s i v e 
r e s p o n s e 
demonstrates the 
growing recognition 
of  envi ronmental 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
across states.

As Dr. Wahab aptly 
summarized, “We will 
continue to protect 
Lagos with science, 
c o u r a g e ,  a n d 
u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment .  We 
owe nothing less to 
t h e  p r e s e n t 
generation and to 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  y e t 
unborn.”

Residents are urged 
to remain vigilant, 
report environmental 
concerns promptly, 
a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e 
enforcement efforts 
t h a t  s a f e g u a r d 
public health and 
the ecosystem.

Lead Contamination in Ogijo: Lagos'
 Vigilance Shields Residents 

By Emmanuel Daniji

Ikorodu NURTW Issues Safety Alert on 
Tricycle and Marwa Operations

T
h e  N a t i o n a l 

Union of Road 

T r a n s p o r t 

Workers (NURTW), 

Ikorodu Branch, has 

issued a fresh public 

safety advisory for 

r e s i d e n t s  u s i n g 

tricycles and Marwa 

across major routes in 

the community. The 

announcement was 

released via a video 

m e s s a g e  o n 

Monday, December 

1, 2025, and comes 

as part of efforts to 

s t r e n g t h e n 

commuter security, 

especially during the 

busy festive season.

According to the 

Union, all tricycle and 

Marwa operators 

working along key 

r o u t e s — B e n s o n , 

G a r a g e ,  S a b o , 

Odogunyan,  I ta -

O l u w o  a n d 

Ogi jo—have now 

been fully registered. 

Each operator  i s 

assigned a boldly 

written TAG NUMBER 

displayed on their 

vehic le,  which i s 

linked to their veried 

personal  deta i l s . 

Residents are urged 

to take note of this 

n u m b e r  b e f o r e 

boarding, both for 

their safety and to 

make it easier to 

retrieve forgotten 

b e l o n g i n g s  i f 

necessary.

The Ikorodu NURTW 

a l s o  r a i s e d 

concerns over new 

tact ics  used by 

criminals posing as 

p a s s e n g e r s  t o 

distract and steal 

from unsuspecting 

c o m m u t e r s . 

Passengers were 

a d v i s e d  t o 

immediately step 

down if anyone in 

the tricycle begins 

s u s p i c i o u s 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o r 

attempts to divert 

their attention in any 

way.

The Union concluded 

with a clear warning 

to the public: “If the 

Tricycle/Marwa has 

no  TAG NUMBER, 

please don't enter. If 

you enter, be careful. 

God will keep all of us 

safe.”

T h e  a d v i s o r y 

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e 

Union's commitment 

t o  i m p r o v i n g 

transport safety and 

protecting residents 

across Ikorodu as 

movement intensies 

ahead of the holiday 

period.

By Emmanuel Daniji
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T
h e  I k o r o d u 

G r a m m a r 
S c h o o l  O l d 

Students Association 
( IKOGRAMS OLD) 
has announced that 
its upcoming Royal 

Ikorodu  Grammar  School  Alumni 
Set for First Tech-Driven Global Homecoming

A n n u a l 
Fiesta/Homecomin
g, scheduled for 
December 20, 2025, 
will be a rst-of-its-
k i n d ,  f u l l y 
technology-driven 

e v e n t .  T h i s 
innovation is aimed 
at ensuring alumni 
across the globe 
can participate in 
real time, regardless 
of location.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t 
re leased by  the 
National Chairman 
and Chief Marketing 
Ofcer, Engr. Festus 
Mobolaji Idowu, he 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t 

Telegram will serve 
as the ofcial live-
streaming platform. 
S e l e c t e d 
administrators from 
each graduating 
set will activate their 
cameras to share 
live moments from 
t h e i r  t a b l e s , 
allowing alumni in 
the diaspora to be 
p a r t  o f  t h e 
celebration.

T o  g u a r a n t e e 
p r i v a c y  a n d 
security, a private 
access link will be 
shared only with 
a s s i g n e d 
coordinators and 
m u s t  n o t  b e 
c i r c u l a t e d  t o 
o u t s i d e r s .  A 
d e d i c a t e d 
T e c h n o l o g y  & 
B u s i n e s s 
O p t i m i z a t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d 
Media Committee, 
l e d  b y  A d e n i y i 

D a d a ,  O l u m i d e 
Williams, and Tope 
A f u w a p e ,  w i l l 
oversee the digital 
exper ience and 
e n s u r e  s m o o t h 
c o o r d i n a t i o n 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
event.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n 
emphasized that 
l e v e r a g i n g 
technology for the 
homecoming wil l 
not only strengthen 
alumni connections 
but also improve 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
creating a unied 
global experience 
for all Grammarians. 
This initiative marks a 
signicant step in 
blending tradition 
with modern digital 
e n g a g e m e n t , 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
IKOGRAMS OLD's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
inclusivity.

By Emmanuel Daniji

Bolanle Ninolowo's Viral Post Rekindles 
Call for Ikorodu-Born Lagos Governor

P o p u l a r 
Nollywoo
d  a c t o r 

B o l a n l e 
Ninolowo has 
s t i r red major 
e x c i t e m e n t 
a c r o s s  t h e 
Ikorodu division 
after declaring 
that the next 
G o v e r n o r  o f 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
should come 
from Ikorodu. 
T h e  a c t o r , 
widely known 
as Makanaki, 
made the bold 
statement in a 
p a s s i o n a t e 
Facebook post 
t h a t 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
resonated with 
thousands of 
residents.
“ I K O R O D U  I 
stan!!! The next 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Governor shall 
emerge from 
IKORODU,” he 

w r o t e , 
accompanyin
g the message 
wi th  cu l tu ra l 
c h a n t s  t h a t 
strongly reect 
t h e  i d e n t i t y 
and pride of 
the  d iv i s ion : 
“Ikorodu Oriwu! 
O m o  E l u k u 
meden meden 
�  I L U  t i  o  s i 
A l a a r u  � 
IKORODU OGA 
�� Amin Ase 
�� Maka �!” 
T h e  p o s t 
quick ly went 
viral, drawing 
c e l e b r a t o r y 
reactions from 

y o u t h s , 
c o m m u n i t y 
l e a d e r s ,  a n d 
o n l i n e 
supporters who 
descr ibed h is 
m e s s a g e  a s 
long overdue.
N i n o l o w o ' s 
d e c l a r a t i o n 
a l igns  w i th  a 
g r o w i n g 
sentiment within 
Ikorodu, where 
many indigenes 
and res idents 
b e l i e v e  t h e 
d i v i s i o n ' s 
i m m e n s e 
contributions to 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
deserve greater 
p o l i t i c a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n , 
especially at the 

l e v e l  o f  t h e 
governorship. 
Over the years, 
conversations 
around what is 
now popularly 
known as the 
“ I k o r o d u 
Agenda” have 
continued to 
gain strength, 
with increasing 
c a l l s  f o r  a 
q u a l i  e d 
c a n d i d a t e 
f r o m  t h e 
d i v i s i o n  t o 
contest for the 
s t a t e ' s  t o p 
l e a d e r s h i p 
position.
The actor's post 
has amplied 
t h e s e 

conversations, 
triggering fresh 
debates across 
soc ia l  med ia 
platforms about 
p o l i t i c a l 
representation 
and the future 
o f  L a g o s 
leadership. One 
q u e s t i o n , 
however, stands 
o u t  i n  h i s 
c o m m e n t 
s e c t i o n  a n d 
across various 
o n l i n e 
d i s c u s s i o n s : 
“ W h o  w i l l 
r e p r e s e n t 
Ikorodu?”
A l t h o u g h 
Ninolowo did 
not endorse any 
individual, his 

comments have 
i n j e c t e d 
renewed energy 
into the push for 
an Ikorodu-born 
governor, with 
many observers 
noting that the 
conversation is 
likely to intensify 
a s  t h e  s t a t e 
g r a d u a l l y 
approaches the 
next  e lect ion 
cycle. For now, 
h i s  m e s s a g e 
c o n t i n u e s  t o 
strengthen local 
p r i d e  a n d 
r e a f  r m 
I k o r o d u ' s 
g r o w i n g 
i n  u e n c e  i n 
Lagos' political 
discourse.
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generat ion,” he 

said.

The  South -Wes t 

Zonal Coordinator 

of the World Health 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

(WHO), Dr. Isiaka 

Ayodeji, praised 

the chairman for his 

visible investments 

i n  p r i m a r y 

healthcare and all-

r o u n d 

development in 

M u s h i n .  A l s o  i n 

attendance, WHO 

Surveillance Ofcer 
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C
h a i r m a n 

of Mushin 

L G ,  M r 

Tunbosun Aruwe 

h a s  v o w e d  t o 

make Mushin polio 

free as he urges 

parents, guardians 

t o  p r i o r i t i z e 

v a c c i n a t i o n  t o 

their children.

Aruwe recent ly 

agged off  the 

second round of 

the Polio Outbreak 

Response (OBR) 

v a c c i n a t i o n 

campaign at the 

I s o l o  P r i m a r y 

H e a l t h c a r e 

Centre, located 

along Area “D” 

Police Command, 

Mushin.

The exercise is part 

of sustained efforts 

to interrupt the 

circulation of the 

c i r c u l a t i n g 

vaccine-derived 

p o l i o v i r u s 

( c V D P V 2 )  a n d 

further strengthen 

r o u t i n e 

i m m u n i z a t i o n 

c o v e r a g e  f o r 

c h i l d r e n  a g e d 

0–59 months in the 

local government.

Speaking at the 

e v e n t ,  A r u w e 

d e s c r i b e d 

vaccination as the 

most effective tool 

to prevent polio 

a n d  p r o t e c t 

c h i l d r e n  f r o m 

lifelong paralysis. 

H e  c a l l e d  o n 

p a r e n t s , 

guard ians ,  and 

residents to fully 

cooperate with 

vaccination teams 

c o n d u c t i n g 

house- to-house 

i m m u n i z a t i o n , 

stressing that the 

oral polio vaccine 

is safe, free, and 

provides essential 

b o o s t e r 

protection.

“ M y 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

r e m a i n s  f u l l y 

committed to the 

health and well-

b e i n g  o f  o u r 

p e o p l e , 

e s p e c i a l l y  o u r 

children. We will 

c o n t i n u e  t o 

s u p p o r t  e v e r y 

i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t 

g u a r a n t e e s  a 

polio-free Mushin 

and a healthier 

future for the next 

Dr. Memuna Esan 

urged residents to 

sustain the h igh 

level of community 

acceptance that 

has brought Nigeria 

close to total polio 

eradication.

The Medical Ofcer 

of Health (MOH) for 

Mushin, Dr. Kafayat 

O d u f u w a , 

d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 

hundreds of trained 

vaccinators will visit 

every household, 

schoo l ,  marke t , 

m o t o r  p a r k , 

religious centre, 

and public space 

across all wards to 

ensure no child is 

left unprotected. 

She claried that 

even children who 

have rece ived 

r o u t i n e 

immunization still 

r e q u i r e  t h e s e 

additional doses 

t o  b o o s t  t h e i r 

immunity against 

the poliovirus.

M o t h e r s  a n d 

caregivers present 
a t  t h e   a g - o f f 
event expressed 
gratitude to the 
c h a i r m a n  f o r 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
p r io r i t i z i ng  f ree 
h e a l t h c a r e 
s e r v i c e s  a n d 
s u s t a i n i n g 
i m m u n i z a t i o n 
programmes. They 
p l e d g e d  t o 
continue making 
their children and 
wards avai lable 
w h e n e v e r 
vaccination teams 
visit.

By Saheed Afolabi 

By Saheed Afolabi 

Aruwe Vows To Make 
Mushin Polio-Free 
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I
s o l o  L o c a l 

C o u n c i l 

Development 

Area (LCDA), in 

collaboration with 

the Lagos Waste 

M a n a g e m e n t 

A u t h o r i t y 

( L A W M A ) ,  h a s 

s u c c e s s f u l l y 

c l e a r e d 

indiscr iminately 

d u m p e d  w a s t e 

along the service 

lane from Iyana-

Isolo to Cele Bus 

Stop. The cleanup 

i s  p a r t  o f  t h e 

council's proactive 

efforts to ensure a 

cleaner, safer, and 

more habi table 

environment under 

t h e  v i s i o n a r y 

Residents Warned as Isolo LCDA, 
LAWMA Tackle Illegal Waste Dumping

By Saheed Afolabi 

Kehinde Adeleye
leadership of Hon. 

Olasoju Adebayo.

T h e  c o u n c i l 

expressed special 

appreciation to 

the  Honorab le 

Commissioner for 

Environment and 

Water Resources, 

H o n .  T o k u n b o 

Wahab, and the 

M a n a g i n g 

Director of LAWMA, 

D r .  M u y i w a 

Gbadegesin, for 

t h e i r  t i m e l y 

intervention and 

s u p p o r t  i n 

a d d r e s s i n g  t h e 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

challenge.

Residents and road 

users are strongly 

advised to refrain 

f r o m 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 

waste disposal, 

especially along 

m a j o r  r o a d 

corridors. Anyone 

found violating 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

sanitation laws will 

f a c e  s t r i c t 

p e n a l t i e s  i n 

accordance with 

e s t a b l i s h e d 

r e g u l a t i o n s , 

r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e 

c o u n c i l ' s 

commi tment  to 

m a i n t a i n i n g  a 

c lean and safe 

community.
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42, of involuntary 
m a n s l a u g h t e r , 
r u l i n g  t h a t  t h e 
prosecution had 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
b e y o n d 
reasonable doubt 
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A
 L a g o s 

c o u r t  i n 
T a f a w a 

Balewa Square has 
sentenced tricycle 
operator, Godswill 
Akpan, to 10 years 

in prison for the 
k i l l i n g  o f  h i s 
colleague, Baba 
Ali Bukar.
Justice Yetunde 
A d e s a n y a 
convicted Akpan, 

that his actions led 
to Bukar's demise.
Akpan was said to 
h a v e  c a u s e d  a 
fatal injury on the 
d e c e a s e d  w h o 
aged 30, and put 

on a one-count 
c h a r g e  o f 
i n v o l u n t a r y 
manslaughter by 
p r o v o c a t i o n , 
f o l l o w i n g  a n 
information led 
on December 17, 
2019.
The Prosecutors 
told the court that 
Akpan, on June 1, 
2019, at the Eko 
Hotel Roundabout 
in Victoria Island, 
caused the fatal 
injury on the victim 
after he struck a 
stone at Bukar's 
chest,  thereby, 
c o n t r a v e n i n g 
Section 225 and 
carries a penalty 
under Section 299 
of the Lagos State 
C r i m i n a l  L a w , 
2015.
Bukar collapsed 
and later died at 
the hospital the 
s a m e  d a y  a s 

submitted by the 
prosecution which 
presented a single 
witness and one 
exhibit, while the 
defendant testied 
on his own behalf 
b u t  c a l l e d  n o 
a d d i t i o n a l 
w i t n e s s e s  o r 
evidence.
Justice Adesanya 
h e l d  t h a t  t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 
e v i d e n c e  w a s 
compelling and left 
no doubt  as  to 
A k p a n ' s 
responsibility for the 
killing.
"The prosecution 
has proved its case. 
The defendant , 
Godswill Akpan, is 
hereby found guilty 
o f  i n v o l u n t a r y 
m a n s l a u g h t e r , 
Adesanya said and 
thereafter imposed 
a 10-year custodial 
sentence on the 
convict.

Man Bags 10yr Prison Sentence 
Over Murder 

By Saheed Afolabi 

By Saheed Afolabi 

By Felix Kuyinu

EFCC arraigns two businessmen 
over alleged N1.55bn fraud
T

he Economic 
and Financial 
C r i m e s 

C o m m i s s i o n 
( E F C C )  h a s 
a r r a i g n e d  t w o 
businessmen, Dr 
Fagite Oladipo 
a n d  R a y m o n d 
A k i n t a y o ,  f o r 
a l l e g e d l y 
d e f r a u d i n g 
O c e a n  L o r d 
Limited of N1.55 
billion.
According to the 
E F C C ,  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s 

obtained the funds 
under the guise of 
possessing a valid 
licence to conduct 
foreign exchange 
t ransact ions ,  a 
c l a i m  t h e 
Commission says 
w a s  f a l s e .  T h e 
charge sheet also 
details allegations 
o f  u n l a w f u l 
conversion of N464 
mil l ion from the 
c o m p a n y ' s 
account.
T h e  a l l e g e d 
offences were said 
t o  h a v e  b e e n 
c o m m i t t e d 
between May 2 

and May 15, 2025, 
w i t h  t h e  E F C C 
a c c u s i n g  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s  o f 
b r e a c h i n g 
provisions of the 
A d v a n c e  F e e 
F r a u d  A c t ,  t h e 
Criminal Code Act 
and the Banks and 
Other  F inancia l 
Institutions Act.
The arraignment 
took place before 
J u s t i c e  D a n i e l 
O s i a g o r  o f  t h e 
Federal High Court 
in Lagos, where 
two rms linked to 
the defendants, 
C a b o t a  P o w e r 

Company Limited 
a n d  C a b o t a 
Group Limited, 
were also listed as 
co-defendants in 
the eight-count 
charge.
EFCC counsel told 

the court that “the 
d e f e n d a n t s 
c o n s p i r e d  t o 
obtain N1.55 billion 
u n d e r  f a l s e 
p r e t e n c e s  a n d 
operated as an 
u n l i c e n s e d 

 n a n c i a l 
institution,” while 
defence counsel, 
Chief (Dr) Richard 
O m a 
A h o n a r u o g h o , 
SAN, argued that a 
f o r m a l  b a i l 
appl ication had 
already been led 
and served.
Jus t ice  Os iagor 
declined an oral 
bail application, 
directing that the 
defence's written 
request be heard 
f o r m a l l y .  H e 
ordered that the 
defendants remain 
in EFCC custody 
p e n d i n g  t h e 
hearing.
The matter  was 
a d j o u r n e d  t o 
D e c e m b e r  1 1 , 
2025.

By Felix Kuyinu
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underscoring that 

e l d e r s  s h o u l d 

a l w a y s  b e 

respected, even in 

moments of anger. 
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N
ollywood 

a c t r e s s 

W u n m i 

T o r i o l a  h a s 

e x p l a i n e d  h e r 

r e c e n t  p u b l i c 

apology to senior 

colleague Afeez 

Owo, highlighting 

her commitment 

to cultural values 

and respect for 

elders.

T h e  a p o l o g y 

follows a public 

disagreement in 

September when 

Wunmi criticised 

Afeez after  he 

compared her 

lm roles to her 

r e a l - l i f e 

personality. At the 

t i m e ,  s h e 

d e s c r i b e d  h i s 

c o m m e n t s  a s 

“ r u b b i s h ”  a n d 

questioned why 

such matters are 

d i s c u s s e d  o n 

p o d c a s t s , 

asserting that she 

does not tolerate 

nonsense.

The actress later 

made amends at 

the premiere of 

O d u n l a d e 

Adekola's latest 

movie, kneeling 

before Afeez and 

saying, “I'm sorry, 

sir. Please forgive 

me.”

In an Instagram 

p o s t ,  W u n m i 

stated that she 

c h o s e  p e a c e , 

She wrote, “I chose 

to apologise to our 

legend because I 

a m  a  t r u e 

ambassador of 

culture, and even 

i n  a n g e r ,  o u r 

elders should be 

of f  l imi t s .  A l so, 

because our elders 

d e s e r v e  c a l m 

waters, not raised 

v o i c e s .  O n c e 

again, to our fans 

and f r iends ,  no 

more grudges. I 

h a v e  c h o s e n 

peace. Thank you 

for your forgiving 

s e l f 

@ofcialafeezowo

_ f a n s p a g e 

@ofcialafeezowo.

”

The move has been 

widely praised by 

f a n s  a n d 

colleagues as a 

demonstration of 

humility, respect, 

and commitment 

t o  u p h o l d i n g 

cultural norms in 

Nollywood.

Wunmi Toriola Calls for Peace, 
Apologises to Afeez Owo

By Saheed Afolabi 

Kehinde Adeleye

Sabinus Breaks Silence on Marriage, Says 
Split Was Amicable
P

o p u l a r 
N i g e r i a n 
comedian 

Chukwuemeka 
Ejekwu, popularly 
k n o w n  a s 
S a b i n u s ,  h a s 
conrmed that 
his marriage to 
Ciana Chapman 
has ended. He 
s h a r e d  t h e 
update during a 
recent TikTok live 
stream.
The union, which 
was formalized in 
2023, reportedly 
ended amicably. 
S a b i n u s 
emphasised that 
he and his ex-

wife remain on 
good terms and 
c o n t i n u e  t o 

prioritise the well-
b e i n g  o f  t h e i r 
daughter.

A d d r e s s i n g 
c i r c u l a t i n g 
rumours about 

mar i ta l  i s sues, 
i n c l u d i n g 
a l legat ions  of 

d o m e s t i c 
v i o l e n c e  a n d 
indelity, Sabinus 
stated, “I'm not 
m a r r i e d .  M y 
marriage ended 
peacefully. The 
mum and I are 
g o o d .  M y 
daughter is okay, 
and she is doing 
ne.”
This conrmation 
c o m e s  a f t e r 
m o n t h s  o f 
s p e c u l a t i o n 
a b o u t  t h e 
c o m e d i a n ' s 
mar i ta l  s ta tus , 
despite previous 
denials from both 
parties.

Kehinde Adeleye
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F
a m o u s 

N i g e r i a n 

singer Peter 

Okoye, popularly 

known as Mr P, has 

revealed that his 

greatest fear in life 

i s  p ov e r ty ,  no t 

death. He shared 

t h e  r e v e l a t i o n 

during a recent 

ep i sode of  the 

Nancy Isime Show.

Reecting on his 

childhood, Mr P 

r e c o u n t e d  a 

h a r r o w i n g 

experience when 

his family's rented 

s i n g l e - r o o m 

apartment  was 

demolished after 

the landlord sold 

“I Am Not Afraid of Death – Mr P

By Saheed Afolabi 

Kehinde Adeleye 

the property. The 

incident lef t  a 

lasting impression 

o n  h i m  a n d 

s h a p e d  h i s 

determination to 

avoid nancial 

hardship.

“I am not afraid of 

death. The only 

thing I am afraid of 

in this life is poverty, 

of being broke,” he 

said.

He described living 

in extremely tight 

conditions with his 

f a m i l y :  “ I  h a v e 

tasted it before. We 

were in  a  boys ' 

quarter,  me, my 

mum, my dad, all of 

u s .  T h e  w h o l e 

family, six boys and 

two girls, living in a 

o n e - b e d r o o m 

apartment. They 

had to divide the 

room with a curtain. 

When the landlord 

s o l d  t h e 

c o m p o u n d ,  a 

bu l ldozer  came 

a n d  s t a r t e d 

demol i sh ing the 

house whi le  we 

were still inside. We 

were pleading for 

time to plan our 

relocation, but it 

was too late.”

Mr P's test imony 

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 

s inger ' s  jou rney 

f r o m  h u m b l e 

b e g i n n i n g s  t o 

b e c o m i n g  a 

celebrated artist, 

underscoring the 

resilience and drive 

that have dened 

his career

Queen Mercy Atang Announces 
End of One-Year Marriage
B

i g  B r o t h e r 

Naija reality 

star Queen 

Mercy Atang has 

ofcially conrmed 

the end of her one-

year marriage to 

David Oyekanmi.

The single mother 

of one had married 

O y e k a n m i  i n 

March 2024 amid 

public disputes with 

her baby daddy, 

sk i t  maker  Lo rd 

Lamba. Rumours of 

m a r i t a l  i s s u e s 

emerged months 

later after Mercy 

unfo l lowed her 

h u s b a n d  o n 

I n s t a g r a m  a n d 

d e l e t e d  t h e i r 

wedding photos.

At the time, she 

explained that she 

was simply trying 

t o  “ t a k e  h e r 

marriage off social 

m e d i a  a n d 

reduce some of 

the things I put out 

there.”

H o w e v e r ,  i n  a 

r e c e n t 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

Q u e e n  M e r c y 

c o n  r m e d  h e r 

separat ion whi le 

responding to a fan 

on Instagram. After 

posting a picture 

from actress Mercy 

Aigbe's  mother 's 

burial, a fan asked, 

“Queen, hope you 

are  s t i l l  mar r ied 

because asa, you 

are too beautiful to 

b e  s i n g l e . ”  S h e 

r e p l i e d  s i m p l y : 

“ S i n g l e  a n d 

unavailable.”

The announcement 

brings an end to 

m o n t h s  o f 

speculation about 

the real i ty  s tar ' s 

marital status.

By Emmanuel Daniji

Kehinde Adeleye
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 Old Swimmers Hail DG LSSC On 
Grassroots Sports Development 

By Saheed Afolabi 

Dannaz Ladies Safe Hands, Selimot, 
Speaks on Performance 

By Emmanuel Daniji

By Saheed Afolabi 
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T
he Lagos State 
Old Swimmers 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

( L O S A ) ,  h a v e 
applauded and 
p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
Director General, 
Lagos State Sports 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
Lekan Fatodu with 
a n  a w a r d ,  i n 
recognition of his 
contributions and 
support towards 
s p o r t s 
development in 
Lagos State.

The award was 
presented to him 
fo r  the s te r l ing 
performances of 
T e a m  L a g o s 

By Saheed Afolabi 

D
a n n a z 

Ladies shot 

s t o p p e r , 

Selimot Jimoh has 

swimmers at the 
9th edition of the 
Nat ional  Youth 
G a m e s  a f t e r 
clinching 19 Gold 
medals in Asaba, 
Delta State.

The objective of 
the event was to 
c e l e b r a t e  t h e 
spirit of excellence 
and collaboration 
t h a t  i s  d r i v i n g 
s w i m m i n g 
development in 
Lagos State. 

T h e   A w a r d 
ceremony a l so 
celebrated the 
r e m a r k a b l e 
achievements of 
p a s t 
admin i s t ra to r s , 
coach…

claried how she 

came about her 

t r e m e n d o u s 

p e r f o r m a n c e 

against Nasarawa 

Amazons in the 

Nigeria Women 

Football League 

( N W F L ) 

Premiership.

Selimot became 

the catalyst and 

stumbling block 

for the Cedars as 

s h e  m a d e 

numerous goal 

bound saves as 

they were held by 

N a s a r a w a 

A m a z o n s  t o  a 

barren draw at 

t h e  M o b o l a j i 

Johnson Arena, 

Onikan.

The goalkeeper 

elucidated how 

she made a last 

m i n u t e 

thunderbolt close 

r a n g e  b y 

c a l c u l a t i n g 

c o r r e c t l y  t h e 

ferocious nature 

and movement of 

the bal l  before 

making the crucial 

save.

S h e  h o w e v e r 

l a u d e d  h e r 

teammates  fo r 

their steadfastness 

and composure in 

g r ind ing  out  a 

point to bolster 

their fortress.

"Before the shot, I 

was just prepared 

and my eyes were 

on the ball, so I 

had to make sure I 

saved the bal l , 

b e c a u s e  t h e y 

m u s t  n o t  w i n  u s , 

especially at home. 

M y  e y e s  a n d  m y 

focus were on the 

ball. 

"We said we're going 

to do our very best, 

and we'll keep trying 

to keep our level on 

the top of the table."

Dannaz Ladies are 

second on the NWFL 

Premiership log with 

four points from two 

games.

The Cedars will trade 

tackles with Sunshine 

Queens in their next 

game at the Akure 

Township Stadium on 

W e d n e s d a y , 

December 10th 2025.

P.31



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g P.32P.

Kunle Awosiyan Adverts: 08025378799

Monday  1st December  - Sunday 7th December 2025


